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I. REVIEW (LIVING EXPECTANTLY, INTENTIONALLY, AND AGGRESSIVELY – PROV 2)

a. Our primary calling in this life time and in the resurrection is to discover and encounter God.  Every other calling and responsibility is important and from the Lord but significantly less in priority.  Going deep in God is the primary calling for our lives and the thing that energizes and transforms us the most. 
b. Proverbs 2 gives us insight into how to receive the revelation of God in our hearts.  We intentionally and aggressively pursue the knowledge of God through intimate dialogue with the Spirit over the Word of God.  We also live expectantly (faith) that God will encounter us as individuals as we pursue Him.  
c. In God’s sovereignty, He allows us to determine much of what experience in Him.  You get to chose how focused you pursue Him in every season.  He responds to hunger and He gives us more grace and desire to seek Him as we set our lives towards Him.  
d. Every believer should have a life vision that determines where their entire life is going, short-term and long term goals, action plans for those goals, and then schedules that put the plans into action.  All of these components make up your life plan for achieving your life vision.  Each of these components takes time to develop but in the long run it will save us time.  We grow in this ability over time.  Also, the wrestling process over these things is what take the vision and causes it to burn in our hearts.  The more tangible and alive these are in our hearts the more we will have hunger to fulfill them.  
e. We can all assume that we need more focus in our lives and need to grow in the character attribute and the skill of pursuing a life vision. 
II. DISCOVERING THE PERSON OF JESUS IN THE BIBLE

“And beginning at Moses and all the Prophets, He expounded to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning Himself….And they said did not our hearts burn within us while He talked with us on the road, and while He opened the Scriptures to us?”  (Luke 24:27, 32)

a. God declares His Personality to us through the Word.  We discover and encounter God’s heart supernaturally as we read the Word with the Holy Spirit.  The promise of the Holy Spirit was to write the Word of God on our minds and emotions, so the primary way to encounter is through the Word.  
b. Jesus revealed God to the men on the road to Emmaus by teaching them the Bible.  Notice that their hearts burned within them as He talked to them about Himself in the Word.  The burning of the heart is the place of revelation and encounter.  We want our hearts to burn with revelation of the heart of God as we read the Bible.  This is the posture of our hearts in our study and meditation of the Bible.  The Bible is more than God’s “Basic Instruction Before Leaving Earth.”  He can cause our hearts to weep as we read the Word.  
c. Jesus revealed Himself to these men in all the Old Testament.  This means that the revelation of what God is like is in the entire Bible.  We just need the Holy Spirit to write the Word on our hearts as we read.  He wants to take us on a journey through the Bible and reveal Himself to us.  
“You search the scriptures, for in them you think you have eternal life; and these are they which testify.  But you are not willing to come to Me that you may have life.”  

d. We study the Word in order to encounter a Person.  Have you met the Man behind the pages?  Reading the Word does renew our minds and stir us in truth but it is more than that.  Reading the Word is reading about a Person.  The religious leaders of Jesus’ day were intentional to study the Word but they neglected to come to the Person in the pages for life.  Don’t settle for study devoid of encounter and transformation.  
III. JESUS AS THE WORD OF GOD

“In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God and the Word was God…  And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.”  (John 1:1)

a. The Word of God means the communication of the heart of God.  Words communicate the secret things of the mind and the heart of a person.  The inner workings of the heart of God are revealed to us through the words in the Bible and ultimately through Jesus as the physical Word of God.  The very expression and communication of the eternal and transcendent God came in a human body for 33 years.   
b. His life, actions, and words reveal God to us.  He is fully God in Himself and He fully expresses what the Father and the Spirit are like.  What a treasure to search the life of Jesus in the Gospels.  The Gospels reveal what the Uncreated Transcendent God is like in the flesh.  
IV. LIVING INTENTIONALLY – HAVING A PLAN TO STUDY THE BIBLE
a. Get a vision statement for your life and then direct your study life in accordance with your life vision and life goals.  You have decades to study the Bible, imagine where you can go in 20-50 years?  
b. Have a tangible and realistic personal plan to study the Bible.  Have a plan on paper so you know where you are going when you open your Bible.  Be realistic at the beginning so that you feel accomplished in small goals.  
c. Start somewhere and start small.  Don’t give up on your plan.  Don’t get frustrated by introductory information that helps you study the Bible.  This is like any new thing you learn, the information is new, the language is new, and it takes your brain a minute to absorb it all.  
d. Schedule your times in the Word.  Look at your week and see how much time you can give to studying the Bible.  The times and the length of time may change each day for you.  You will study 10 times more if you schedule it.  Find more time each day and find longer amounts of time when possible.  Say no to something so that you can soak in the Word more. 
e. Be persistent in your studies until the current of your heart changes and your spiritual appetite grows for the Word.  Nobody automatically loves to read the Bible, it is a supernatural work of the Spirit in our human desires.  The Psalmist said the words of the Bible were like honey on his lips and worth more than any treasure.  He was touching something in God to be able to taste the richness of the Word.  
f. I have studied different in various seasons.  Right now I study one topic or book from Monday-Friday and I set times for doing that.  Then I study a smaller topic on Saturdays and a smaller topic on Sundays.  This works for me because I like to give lots of time to my main study so that I feel like I’m going somewhere and then I know that the little topics I’m interested in can be studied on the weekend.  Right now I study topics on the love of God on Sundays to keep the topic every before me and I leave Saturdays open for biblical topics of interest.  
V. HOW TO STUDY THE BIBLE IN DEPTH
a. Immersion study – This type of study is very easy to do and its purpose is just to get you familiar with the content of the Bible.  You could read through the same section of the Bible for several weeks or months until you want to move on to another section.  For example, read 5-10 chapters of the New Testament a day.  Another way to do it is to read that section of the Bible for a set amount of time like 30minutes or an hour a day through the New Testament.  Besides the benefit of being washed in the Word each day, you will become more aware of truths throughout the section.  
b. Topical Study - This type of study allows you to look into specific truths of the Bible that interest you and truths you know you need to strengthen you.   You will easily find these topics as you read through the Bible.  (examples:  Tabernacle of David, Cross of Christ, End-Times Teachings of Jesus, Prayer Verses in the New Testament, Life of Peter, Fasting, Angels in the book of Acts, Forgiveness of Sins, Jesus’ Leadership Style, Gifts of the Spirit, Jesus the High Priest, The Divinity of Jesus, The Compassion of Jesus, Jesus’ Human Attributes).
c. One approach is to find every verse that mentions the word or topic you are studying.  You can do a word search on most Bible websites to get all the verses or you can look at a Bible Dictionary for their thoughts and verse references.  You will find yourself studying various angles of the topic so write down your thoughts as you discover new things.  
d. Book Study – Study one book of the Bible for a month or a few months as your primary study.  Find resources that tell you about the background of the book and then read the book over and over again several times.  Then slowly read through the book and write notes and prayers about each verse.  Find a commentary on the book and write notes down that you like.  You could also outline the book in a simple and personal way.  You would read the book and note where you think the chapter divisions should be.  Then you could label each chapter with your own summarizing title.  You could outline within each of your chapter breaks as well if you want to be more detailed.  Outlining helps you engage with the verses.  
e. Resources – Bible Dictionaries, Commentaries (Books, online), Sermons.  I recommend a simple commentary series called, “The Bible Speaks Today,” by Intervarsity Press.  These commentaries are cheap online, give enough background information of the book to guide you, and then give enough commentary on most verses to help you but not to much to overwhelm you.  
f. Online resources - www.blueletterbible.org, www.biblegateway.org, www.studylight.org, 
