YOUTH RETREAT AUGUST 2013 – Being Radical Disciples, Jesus’ 1st Command
I.
INTRODUCTION

Jesus said to him, “You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul and with all your mind.  This is the first and the great commandment.”  (Matthew 22:37)
A. If we want to be Jesus’ disciples we must begin with His first commandment to us and view everything else through this commandment.  Jesus’ first commandment was for us to love Him with all of our being.  God is calling forth wholehearted lovers that are radical in their love for Him in the earth.  This message will require major shifts in our lives.  
B. First commandment – This command is first in His priority for our lives.  This is His first priority as He disciples us.  He desires and longs for our love.  He is putting the first commandment in first place in the Church worldwide.  Jesus wants this commandment to be our consuming life vision.  The wisest, most loving, most joyful, most satisfied Being in the universe thought of this commandment before the earth existed.  
C. As His disciples, our desire is to become like Him.  We seek to be transformed so that we are united to Him in values, thoughts, emotions and actions.  The goal of discipleship is to become more and more like Jesus.  The Bible calls us to grow in love and be transformed from glory to glory.  God is the height of love and beauty and we want to become like Him. 
D. Greatest commandment – It is the greatest commandment in God’s eyes.  His system is radically different than the world’s system.  The impact of this commandment will last forever.  It has great impact on the heart of God.  Loving God wholeheartedly is the greatest thing we can do with our lives.  

E. Jesus will evaluate our lives when we stand before Him.  The main thing He will look at will be the way and measure of love we loved Him with throughout our lives.  Our lives are like a short internship.  Jesus will reward us for our lives of love for all eternity.  Our lives really matter to God and He will really evaluate us when we die and reward us to different degrees in eternity (2 Corinthians 5:9-11, 1 Corinthians 15:34-44, Luke 19:16-27, Matthew 25:14-30, Revelation 2:26, 3:21).  
F. All – Jesus wants all of us, not part of us.  He is consumed with love for us and He wants us to be consumed with love for Him.  He wants 100% of our heart, mind, soul and strength.  Many people give Him 25%, 50% or even 98% but He wants all of us.  We were designed by Him to be radical and wholehearted.  God the architect and master designer designed us in such a way that we long to be given to something or someone in wholehearted love.  Wholehearted is the very definition of love.  He wants disciples who love Him and follow Him with all of themselves.  It is possible for all of us to love Him this way, nobody is disqualified.  
G. We move God’s heart with our love, though it is weak to us.  He is the God of emotion and passion and He feels all the time.  He feels our love for Him even when we don’t.  He is filled with joy and love and our small movements of love inside and our small acts of love outside really impact His heart, both now and forever.  God is love.  He is passionate about having our hearts consumed in love for Him.  
II.
GOD LOVES US WITH ALL HIS HEART, SOUL, MIND AND STRENGTH
“We love Him because He first loved us.”  (1 John 4:19)

“But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”  (Romans 5:8)

“God is love.”  (1 John 4:8)   “As the Father has loved Me, so have I loved you.”   (John 15:9)

A. We must understand that God first loves us with all of His being.  We are awakened in love when we experience His love for us.  Our passion for God as His disciples increases as we experience His passion for us.  We are freed from shame when this truth is alive in our hearts.  We are fascinated and empowered to love and obey Him and to love others as we overflow in His love for us.  Jesus loves us with the same quality of love that He receives from His Father.  His capacities for love are enormous and cannot be measured.    
B. What does it look like for God to love us with His entire mind?  What happens in His mind when He thinks about you?  What does it look like for God to love you with all of His emotions?  What level of emotion is stirred in His heart when He thinks of you?  How does God love you with all of His strength?  His strength was able to create the entire universe and able to move mountains. 
C. We have to look at Him in study and prayer in order to be like Him as disciples.  We must give energy and time to study the love and passion of God for us in order to be transformed into His likeness.  

III.
RADICAL DISCIPLES – LOVING GOD BY OBEYING HIM
“He who has My commandments and keeps them, it is he who loves Me.  And he who loves Me will be loved (God will be moved by your choices) by My Father, and I will love him (they will feel His love) and manifest (tangible presence) Myself to Him.”  (John 14:21)
A. We express our love and passion for God by agreeing with His priorities, values, ways and plans.  We agree with them in our thought life and emotional life and we agree with them in our words and actions.  This is the process of transformation.  The God of love makes us like Himself as we agree more and more with His ways.  Obedience is agreeing with God’s ways and values.    
B. Obedience is an expression of loving God. Jesus takes it personally when we resist sin because of our love for Him. Denying our lustful desires is the theatre God chose for us to express our love to Him. Each of us has a different struggle according to our personality and circumstances. Thus, we each have a different “assignment” from which we offer our gift of love to God. 
C. God wants us to obey Him in ways that are counter cultural in our schools, towns and nations.  He wants us to obey Him and agree with His ways in a world that hates His ways and mostly does the opposite of what He does.  

D. We come alive when we choose to obey Him 100% in every area of our lives.  We were made to love God and obey Him wholeheartedly and extravagantly.  Our hearts come alive when we choose to obey Him 100%.  This feels much different than 90% or even 98%.  We must choose to agree with His ways and values in every area as we learn more and more about Him.  There is such a freedom in making this choice.  We make this choice daily and weekly by recommitting to it when we realize we have lost sight of it.  
E. We don’t measure our love for God by how much we sin or don’t sin.  We will all stumble for all our lives but we can gradually get victory in area after area throughout our lives.  We desperately want to be free from levels of sin as we grow older but we do not grow discouraged or ashamed when we struggle with areas.  God measures our love by the reach of our hearts to obey Him in specific areas.  God looks at the heart and not at the outward appearance.  A sincere disciple is somebody that stumbles in sin, hates it, turns from it and accepts God’s forgiveness right away.  Somebody who is not sincere is somebody who doesn’t care that they are in sin, doesn’t turn from it and doesn’t turn to God in that area.  
F. We choose how aggressive and intentional we want to love God and become like Him.  Many believers do not choose this pursuit of God.  To most people loving God is simply an idea but it must become a real thing that affects every area of our life.  An aggressive pursuit of Jesus’ commandment will disrupt and convict people around you.  People like to be open minded to lower standards of love instead of higher standards of love.  Jesus’ level of love is counter cultural.  
“If you keep my commandments, you will abide in My love, just as I have kept My Father’s commandments and abide in His love.  These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may remain in you, and that your joy may be full.”  (John 15:10-11)
G. This type of agreement is called happy holiness.  Jesus wants us to be like Him so that He can relate to us more.  We will experience more of God’s presence, love and joy when we seek to obey Him wholeheartedly.  He dwells in our spirits the day we give our lives to Him but we can feel that presence more and more in our thoughts and emotions as we say yes to Him in areas of our lives.  God wants you to feel His presence, His love and His joy in a tangible way every day.  He wants you to be satisfied with Him and alive on the inside.  
“In Your presence is fullness of joy; at Your right hand are pleasures forevermore.”  (Psalm 16:11)
H. He is the God of pleasure, joy, love and fascination.  He wants to excite our hearts day by day with His presence.  Most believers are trying to sin as much as they can while still being saved.  Most believers think sin has more pleasure, joy, love and fascination in it than God does.  God is the author of pleasure and fascination.  He is the most joyful being in the universe.  Angels gaze at Him night and day in heaven and are still fascinated with Him.  Do you have a vision to experience a God like this?  
“But God has revealed them to us through His Spirit.  For the Spirit searches all things, yes, the deep things of God.  
I. The Holy Spirit has been given to us to help us in our battle with sin and to help us love Jesus with all our hearts.  The Spirit wants to awaken love in you by fascinating you with the revelation of what God is like and He wants to help remove sin from your life.  He is our escort into the heart and mind of God.  He is our escort into the pleasure and joy that God experiences (John 16:13, 15).   
IV.
JESUS’ DISCIPLES – THE EXTRAVAGANT LIVES OF THE APOSTLES

“Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.”  (1 John 4:11)
“But what things were gain to me, these I have counted loss for Christ.  Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ…”  (Philippians 3:7-8)

“For the love of Christ compels us… that those who live should live no longer for themselves but for Him who died for them and rose again.”  (2 Corinthians 5:14-15)

A. The lives of Jesus’ disciples were dramatically changed by His love.  They lived radical lives for Him and for others because of His love for them.  The love they experienced compelled and fueled them to live radically.  They were consumed with love for God and their life vision was to love Him in an extravagant way.  
B. They worked hard to awaken and convince others to love God wholeheartedly.  They were intentional and aggressive in their pursuit to obey God.  They had high standards of love and desperately wanted victory in areas of sin in their lives and the lives of those they discipled. 
 “Him we preach, warning every man and teaching every man in all wisdom, that we may present every man perfect (Mature in loving obedience) in Christ Jesus.”  (Colossians 1:28)

“Epaphras, who is one of you, a bondservant of Christ, greets you, always laboring fervently for you in prayers, that you may stand perfect and complete in all the will of God.”  (Colossians 4:12)
C. They were the most radical and had the highest standards of love yet they had the most joy, knew the love of God for them the most and grew in love towards others the most.  
V.
HE WANTS US LIKE HIM - HUMILITY

“Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.  Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am meek and lowly in heart and you will find rest for your souls.”  (Matthew 11:28-29)

“Just as the Son of Man did not come to be served but to serve…”  (Matthew 20:28)

“The meek shall inherit the earth.”  (Matthew 5:5)

A. Jesus is a humble servant and He calls us to learn from Him and become like him in humility and servant hood.  He came to serve His creation in His birth, life, death and resurrection not to be served.  This is a dramatic statement.  God became a Man to serve His enemies.  God is a servant at the core of His Personality.   
B. Humility is a broad word that has lots of meaning and encompasses many of the areas of obedience and many of the ways we love God.  Being transformed into God’s likeness and growing in love could be summed up by saying we should grow in humility.  Many of the expressions of love are really expressions of humility and servant hood.  
C. He uses all of His resources and wisdom to make us great in love and humility in this earthly age and in the eternal age.  Jesus is zealous to make you great forever and He calls humility greatness.  
D. The Sermon on the Mount is Jesus’ primary sermon to His disciples.  It gives great detail to what He wants developed in the human heart, what areas of sin He wants us to get breakthrough in and it gives us the primary ways we can access more of His power for transformation.  

VI.
HEART, SOUL, MIND AND STRENGTH

A. Heart – emotions, desires, dreams, ambitions
B. Soul – personality, speech, reputation, attitudes
C. Mind – thought life, fantasies, meditations, mental abilities
D. Strength – money, time, energy, words, blessing enemies, good works
