YOUTH RETREAT AUGUST 2013 – Being Disciples and Discipling others
“And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and earth.  Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you;  and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”  Amen (Matthew 28:18-20)
I.
TRANSFORMING FAMILIES, SCHOOLS AND CITIES THROUGH DISCIPLESHIP
A. Jesus came and spoke – He came to His disciples after His resurrection and 40 days of teaching them about the kingdom of God.  Jesus commissioned them with power for an assignment.  They had been given authority to preach, heal and cast out demons before He died on the cross so this is a new commissioning.  

B. All authority has been given to Me - Jesus begins His commissioning by reassuring them of His power, worth and desire for partnership.  He is the King over heaven and earth and a wealth of resources, power and wisdom is in His hands.  He reassures them that He has the power to help them accomplish the Great Commission.  We have the resources of heaven to heal, deliver, preach and transform lives.  We have authority in Jesus name to be bright lights.  We have power to heal bodies, deliver people from darkness and to preach the gospel with power.  We have the power from Jesus to see huge impact.   
C. Jesus also reassures them that He is worthy of the love of all the nations.  He created them and is the rightful King over them.  He deserves the worship of the nations.  He wants every nation, tribe and individual to love Him and be united to Him in His thoughts, emotions, values and plans.  Jesus wants disciples all over the earth and He deserves it.  

D. I am with you always - Jesus calls us to partner with Him in His works.  He could do everything alone but He likes us doing it with Him.  Adam and Eve were given the great privilege of ruling with Jesus but lost their position because of sin.  Christians have the privilege and responsibility to partner with God to see His plans to come to pass.  God’s part is huge and our part is very small but it is real and we must work hard at our part.  We can experience Jesus’ love and power as we serve.  
E. Make disciples - The greatest impact in the earth is accomplished by parents discipling their families and by people discipling small groups of people.  We can make a great impact in our families, schools, sports teams and Churches through discipling others.  
F. We get to train and transform people into the likeness of Jesus.  He wants to transform others like He transforms us.  We can greatly change people’s lives if we are intentional.  Making disciples takes real work and effort and is best done when we turn our hearts to help others instead of just ourselves.  God is raising up spiritual dads and moms or spiritual older brothers and sisters who will pour into those younger than them.  
G. Discipleship is quality of heart and quantity in multiplication.  We help people develop hearts that are on fire for Jesus and then they multiply our efforts by discipling others.  

H. The mission’s leaders in the earth believe that the Great Commission will be completed in our generation.  In 2008, the major leaders said that the gospel would be successfully preached to every single tribe in the earth by 2020.  We are in a unique hour in history.  The Lord wants the gospel preached in every single small tribe in the earth and vibrant discipleship groups (churches) in those tribes.  These Churches grow through small group discipleship.  
I. Some of you are called to missions in America or in other nations.  America has a rich history of missions and God is stirring our nation again to go and disciple the nations with Jesus.  We are living in a unique generation that will see the Great Commission fulfilled.  The Lord is calling us to lay down our normal American lives for the sake of loving Him and calling others to love Him all around the world.  All of you have this calling, whether in America or another nation, whether full-time ministry or ministering wherever you work and live.  Jesus is calling forth a radical Church.  
II.
HOW TO TAKE INITIATIVE TO DISCIPLE OTHERS
A. Go therefore –The Lord is looking for people who will take initiative to start bible/book studies with a few people.  You are ready to go and disciple if you have a relationship with Jesus and have the Holy Spirit inside of you.  You will become a stronger believer and a better discipler as you grow older in the Lord but you can start now.  You do not have to have all the answers to the Bible or to life’s big questions.  
B. Lead a group with a friend or with an older person to learn how to do it from them if needed.  
C. My wife and I have started many discipleship groups in our church, school, neighborhood….. This is something we are committed to doing the rest of our lives and love to do.  
D. Ask the Holy Spirit to highlight 1-3 people in your life that you could reach out to and disciple.  He will bring people to mind or He will bring people to you in some way.  You only need to be one step ahead of them in the Lord.  
E. Ask your pastor for a good book or bible study you could go through each week with your small group.  Have each person read the chapter of the book or the section of the bible study each week before group and have them write down questions and thoughts to bring to group the next week.  During your group time you will have them share their thoughts and questions.  You can answer or comment on their thoughts but also get others to discuss things in the group.  Your goal is to have them discuss it and to give them some answers.  
F. Read the book or bible study before group and ask leaders around you for answers to questions and thoughts you have so you can have some answers when you lead the group.  You do not need all the answers.  This will help you grow in your own relationship with the Lord. 
G. Bring some kind of food or snack for the people in your group.  
H. Have a time of prayer in your group time.  Pray for each other in areas of sinful struggles or life struggles.  Also, pray with them for other unbelievers in their lives that they could reach out to and bring to bible study group.  
I. Every few weeks have a fun group where you play games or do something fun or go out to eat together.  
J. You could do a service project together like serve a meal at a homeless shelter, pick up trash, help elderly neighbors or evangelize together.  
K. Pray for them in your own prayer times.  Ask God to purify them, to reveal Himself to them, to help them in their circumstances and to bring them forth into their full destiny.  
III.
DISCIPLE OTHERS IN THESE TOPICS
A. Baptize them in My name – This literally means water baptism as a sign of giving their lives to Jesus.  But it is also a call to bring disciples into the intimate fellowship the Trinity experiences in their friendship with each other.  Believers are brought into the deep fellowship of the Trinity.  He wants us to help convince our disciples of the Trinity’s love for them and their free entrance into this relationship.  
B. Teach them to observe My commands – 1st commandment and 2nd commandment values that are seen in the Sermon on the Mount (beatitudes that we grow in, temptations that we resist and overcome, disciplines that position us before God’s fire).  Teach them to be wholehearted and radical in their loving obedience to Jesus.  Teach them the values of Jesus’ kingdom, which are love.  Call them to disciple others.  
C. Lifestyle of sitting at Jesus’ feet – Teach them the priority of receiving life, transformation, direction and perspective from prayer times with Jesus.  Teach them how to receive life from pray-reading the Bible.  Teach them how to hear the Holy Spirit’s voice for their lives.  
D. Make wise life decisions – Help them make wise decisions in life based on the Bible and prayer.  
E. Bible Truths about Jesus – Teach them essential truths about Jesus.  There are many important truths in the Bible that every believer must know (what is sin, why did Jesus die on the Cross, what benefits Christians receive because of Jesus’ death and resurrection, Jesus is fully God and fully Man, Jesus is coming to Judge the world and be King on the earth again, Jesus is the only way to God).  These are truths that a lot of older Christians do not know because they were never discipled and never took time to study them out for themselves.  We can change the culture in the Church by studying books that teach us these truths.  
IV.
THE HEART OF A DISCIPLER – AREAS TO GROW IN 
A. Principle #1 Relationship building: We invest in others according to their heart cry and passions. 

B. Principle #2 Affirming:  There is power in speaking blessing to others. 

C. Principle #3 Calling forth: envisioning and inspiring them to take action. 

D. Principle #4 Coaching: training in how to do it, giving them responsibility, then overseeing it 

E. Principle #5 Encouraging: speaking words of life and reminding of God’s perspective  
F. Principle #6 Serving: Our goal is their greatness in God’s will instead of seeing them only as a resource to help our vision.   
G. Principle #7 Correcting: pointing out blind spots without provoking them to anger (Eph. 6:4) 
H. Principle #8 Enduring: being patient and gentle with their failures without giving up on them 

I. Principle #9 Celebrating: supporting them emotionally and enjoying God’s blessing on them  

J. Principle #10 Providing: investing our resources (time and money) in them in practical ways 

K. Principle #11 Taking initiative in reconciliation: takes the lead humbling ourselves in conflicts 

L. Principle #12 Standing in difficulty: supporting them in the battles, difficulties, and setbacks.
