WORSHIP AND PRAYER MOVEMENT THROUGH HISTORY
I. THE HOLY SPIRIT IS RAISING UP A WORLD-WIDE WORSHIP MOVEMENT

A.
My goals this week are to:  give you courage that the place of worship and prayer is the first priority for our personal lives and the Church, to give you biblical understanding of what happens when we lift our voices to the Lord, to give practical ways to grow in prayer and to equip you to impart this message to others.  

B.
One of the primary things the Holy Spirit is doing is raising up a global worship movement that will beckon the return of Jesus to the earth.  The primary vehicle of transformation in the earth will be the global church worshipping and interceding, while living lives of abandoned obedience in their private lives and lives of servant hood to unbelievers near them.  

C. There is prayer and mission movement that is rising up that will touch the ends of the earth in our generation.  It will be a people with deep and committed lives of prayer that are anointed with power to reach people groups with the gospel.  The Lord said to pray for laborers for the harvest.  The movement of prayer and worship will end in anointed laborers for the harvest and the greatest harvest of souls the church has ever seen, even greater than the book of acts.  
D. We must know what the Spirit is doing in our generation so that we can fully partner with it.  A great preacher once said, “Find out what God is doing in your generation and then give yourself fully to see it come to pass.”   We are entering into a unique time frame in human history.  
D. The Lord said that His house would be called a “house of prayer all nations.”  There has been a real stirring in worship and prayer for the last 20 years.  Stadium gatherings of prayer and fasting are becoming normal.  (Isaiah 56:7)
E. The Holy Spirit is highlighting a biblical truth in our day that has been highlighted before.  It will culminate with Satan Himself being bound, Jesus returning to the earth and the restoration of all things beginning.  He is restoring the first commandment to first place in the Church and from this place we will see the Church operate in Her full authority before the 2nd coming of Jesus.  Power will come when He is the Church’s first priority.  
F. The Holy Spirit is awakening and fueling this movement of prayer and worship by unveiling the Beauty of God to human hearts.  He is fascinating a generation of believers with the beauty of God’s personality and glory.  
II. DAVID’S LIFE VISION:  COMMITTED TO BUILDING THE HOUSE OF PRAYER
One thing I have desired of the Lord, That will I seek:  That I may dwell in the house of the Lord All the days of my life, To behold the beauty of the Lord, And to inquire in His temple.  (Psalm 27:4)
A.
King David revealed his life vision and life purpose in Psalm 27:4 as communion with the Beautiful God.  David had a vision to experience God’s beauty daily, to ask Him questions and to partner with Him as a friend and that this would be an eternal preoccupation.  
B. David was anointed as King over Israel as a teenager (12-15yr old) by Samuel the prophet (1 Samuel 16:12).  As a teenager, David already had a testimony in heaven.  God Himself declared David to be a man after His own heart and that is why He called Him to be the primary leader over God’s chosen nation.  David was the youngest son out of 8 and was a shepherd of his father’s sheep.  
C. There are men and women around the earth that have hearts like David and they are in the small and mundane fields of the earth but God is going to exalt them into leadership positions to feed His people on His heart (Jeremiah 3:15).  He is looking for extravagant worshippers around the earth right now.  
D. David entered into God’s highest vision for his life at a very young age.  He walked out his life vision with incredible focus and perseverance throughout his entire life.  What captured David’s heart as a boy?  What had he experienced as a young boy in the fields?  This little shepherd boy caught God’s attention.  It was his fascinated and worship filled heart.  He became the most written about person in the Bible and a premier prototype of the Messiah to come.  
E. Around the age of 40, David became King of all of Israel.  He took over Jerusalem and set up a tent for the Ark of the Covenant.  He established night and day worship in Jerusalem (2 Samuel 6).  David established the Mosaic tent, sacrifices and Levitical priesthood.  He set 4,000 full-time worshippers in their place.  There were 4,000 full-time musicians and singers that worshipped the literal glory of God that rested on top of the Ark of the Covenant.  
F. Many believe David wrote Psalm 27:4 in his 40’s, while in a time of turmoil.  Even in the midst of hard circumstances, David had one consuming desire.  David oriented his entire life around this goal of experiencing God’s beauty and partnering with Him.  His desire remained strong in the hard times because he cultivated it for many years.  

G. David’s perspective made the small things small and the big things big in his eyes.  His daily life was aligned to truth.  We only work right on the inside when our orientation is like David’s.  Our heart was designed by God to be fascinated by God.  We satisfy that longing in one way or another.  
H. Around the age of 80, David commissioned his son Solomon and all the nation’s leaders to build the temple of the Lord.  David gave all of his physical energy and all of his life resources to see the temple built.  The money he gave would be comparable to 100 billion dollars in our day.  This should tip us off to the importance God and David gave to the house of prayer.  
“Now David said, “Solomon my son is young and inexperienced, and the house to be built for the Lord must be exceedingly magnificent, famous and glorious throughout all countries.  I will now make preparations for it.  So David made abundant preparations before his death.”  (1 Chron 22:5)

“Indeed I have taken much trouble to prepare for the house of the Lord one hundred thousand talents of gold and one million talents of silver, and bronze and iron beyond measure, for it is so abundant.  I have prepared timber and stone also, and you may add to them.”  (1 Chron 22:14)

“Moreover , because I have set my affection on the house of my God, I have given to the house of my God, over and above all that I have prepared for the holy house, my own special treasure of gold and silver.”  (1 Chron 29:3)
I. David was a prophet and he saw the heavenly temple in heaven.  He designed the format of worship according to the worship that was in heaven and he designed the temple according to the design of the temple in heaven. 

“And the plans for all that he had by the Spirit… “All this,” said David, “the LORD made me understand in writing, by His hand upon me, all the works of these plans.”  (1 Chronicles 28:12, 19)

“And let them make Me a sanctuary, that I may dwell among them.  According to all that I show you, that is, the pattern of the tabernacle and the pattern of all its furnishings, just so you shall make it.”  (Exodus 25:8-9)
“For if He were on earth He would not be a priest, since there are priests who offer the gifts according to the law; who serve the copy and shadow of the heavenly things, as Moses was divinely instructed when he was about to make the tabernacle.  For He said, “See that you make all things according to the pattern shown you on the mountain.”  (Hebrews 8:4-5)

“Therefore it was necessary that the copies of the things in the heavens should be purified with these, but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these.  For Christ has not entered the holy places made with hands which are copies of the true, but into heaven itself…”  (Hebrews 9:23-24)

III. 24/7 WORSHIP:  THE CENTER OF ISRAEL’S 7 REVIVALS

A.
Every time Israel would stray from His commandments God would send a spiritual reformer to establish the temple worship and each time it brought the nation back to God.  There were 7 major revivals in Israel’s history.  
B.
David commanded God’s people to honor the heavenly order of worship that he received by revelation because it was God’s command.  God commanded they establish worship as the center of their national identity and national priority.  God wanted to dwell with His people and He dwelt with them in the midst of prayer and worship (2 Chron 29:25, 35:4, 15, Ezra 3:10, Neh 12:45, Ex 28:8-9).  
“And he (Hezekiah) stationed the Levites in the house of the LORD with cymbals, with stringed instruments, and with harps, according to the commandment of David, of Gad the king’s seer, and of Nathan the prophet: for thus was the commandment of the LORD by His prophets.  The Levites stood with the instruments of David, and the priests with the trumpets.”  (2 Chron 29:25-26)
C
David financed about 10,000 full time temple staff, including 4,000 singers and musicians.  Israel was commanded to financially support the singers/musicians as their full-time occupation.  (1 Chron 9:33, 16:37, 23:5, 25:7, 2 Chron 31:4-6, 8:12-14, 34:9, Neh 10:37-39, 11:22-23, 12:44-47, 13:5-12, 
“These are the singers, heads of the fathers’ houses of the Levites, who lodged in the chambers, and were free from other duties; for they were employed in that work day and night.”  (1 Chron 9:33)

E. Solomon established Davidic worship according to his fathers command around 970 BC.  
“According to the order of David his father, he appointed…Levites for their duties to praise…as the duty of each required…for so David…commanded.  (2 Chronicles 8:14)

F. Jehoshaphat led a revival in Israel about 100 hundred years after Solomon became King and this included establishing singers and musicians.  

“The Levites…stood up to praise the Lord…He appointed those who should sing to the Lord…They came…with stringed instruments…to the house of the Lord.  (2 Chron 20:19-28)

G. Jehoiada, the high priest of Judah about 40 years after Jehoshaphat, restored temple worship according to David’s pattern with singers and musicians.  He also enthroned King Joash when he was 7 years old.  
Jehoiada made a covenant between himself, the people, and the king, that they should be the LORD’s people…Jehoiada appointed the oversight of the house of the LORD to…the Levites…with singing, as it was established by David.  (2 Chron 23:16-18)

H. King Hezekiah restored singers and musicians according to David’s command about 100 hundred years after Jehoiada.  (725 BC) 

“He stationed the Levites in the house of the Lord with…stringed instruments…according to the commandment of David…The song of the LORD began…”  (2 Chron 29:25-27)

I. King Josiah led a revival about 100 years after King Hezekiah and he restored singers and musicians to their place.  (625 BC)
“He said to the Levites… “Prepare yourselves…following the instruction of David…”  The singers…were in their places, according to the command of David…”  (2 Chron 25:3-15)

J. Governor Zerubbabel, about 100 years after Josiah, established full-time singers and musicians as David commanded.  (536 BC)

“The Levites…to praise the LORD, according to the ordinance of David.”  (Ezra 3:10)

K. Ezra and Nehemiah, about 100 years after Zerubbabel, established full-time singers and musicians according to David’s command.  (445 BC)

“The Levites…give thanks…according to the command of David…The singers and the gatekeepers kept the charge of God…according to the command of David…(Neh 12:24, 45)

IV.
NIGHT AND PRAYER IN THE NEW TESTAMENT

A. God’s desire to be worshipped has not change since the Old Testament.  David’s command is still valid today, though its application has differed in various generations.  Jesus said the primary identity of His people was a house of prayer.  
“Your kingdom come.  Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.”  (Mat 6:10)

“But the hour is coming and now is, when the true worshippers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; For the Father is seeking such to worship Him.”  (John 4:23)

“And He said to them, “It is written, ‘My house shall be called a house of prayer,’ but you have made it a ‘den of thieves.’”  (Mt 21:13)
B. Jesus connected justice to night and day prayer in Luke 18.  He said He would release more justice on the earth if His people would cry out for it in prayer. 

C. Jesus’ primary emphasis was on prayer, especially when speaking about the generation of the 2nd coming.  Jesus calls us to watch and pray, which means to stay vibrantly connected to His heart and plans.  He commended this lifestyle as wise  (Mt 24:42-43, 25:13, Mk 13:9, 33-38, Lk 21:36, Rev 3:3, 16:5).  
D. Anna, a widow before Jesus’ birth, was seen fasting and praying in the temple night and day for decades (Lk 2:36-38).  
E. The apostle Paul gave Himself to night and day prayer for seasons of time and called widows in the Church into this ministry (1 Thes 3:10, 2 Tim 1:3, Rom 1:9, Col 1:9, 1 Tim 5:5)
“We rejoice for your sake before our God, night and day praying exceedingly that we may see your face and perfect what is lacking in your faith.”  (1 Tim 5:5)

“Now she who is really a widow, and left alone, trusts in God and continues in supplications and prayers night and day.”  (1 Tim 5:5)
F. Jesus’ disciples received the power of the Spirit in the book of Acts as they prayed.  He told them to wait and pray corporately until they were endued with the power of the Spirit.  The place of prayer was primary to the apostles (Acts 2:1-4, Lk 24:49-53, Acts 3:42-47, 3:1, 4:24-31, 6:4, 10:31, 12:5-12, 13:2, 14:23, 16:25) 
G. The apostles appointed leaders in every church and called them to lifestyles of prayer.  

“Epaphras, who is one of you, a bondservant of Christ, greets you, always laboring fervently for you in prayers, that you may stand perfect and complete in all the will of God.”  (Col 4:12)

“Therefore I exhort first of all that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving thanks be made for all men, for kings and all who are in authority…I desire that men pray everywhere…”  (1 Tim 2:1-2, 8)
V.
24/7 PRAYER MOVEMENTS THROUGH CHURCH HISTORY


A.  Alexander Akimetes and the Sleepless ones (430-1400 AD). 
1. He was a Greek army officer who was challenged by Jesus’ words to sell all and follow Him.  He lived a solitary life for 7 years and then began his public ministry.  He converted a band of robbers and started a traveling monastery, starting at 150 men and ending with 300 men.  They were divided into 6 choirs, each taking times throughout the day and night to sing praise to God and became known as the sleepless ones.  He established monasteries in a few different places. 
2. Alexander died in 430 AD but his successors maintained the 24/7 prayer and worship and continued to build monasteries.  Some became renowned educational and religious centers.  
3. Hundreds and possibly thousands of monasteries were established in Europe, Asia and Northern Africa according to this order of worship over the next decades.  
B. Agaunum (500-900 AD)

C. Comgall of Bangor Ireland (500-800 AD)
      1.
He established a monastery in, “The Valley of Angels.”  This was where St. Patrick had 

            seen an open vision of angels singing decades earlier.  There were 3,000 men.  They sang   

            in large choirs 24 hours a day and were famous all over Europe.  Bangor became a  

            primary missions sending and educational monastery.  
D. Cluny (900-1100 AD)
1.  The Duke of the area founded and financed this monastery under Abbot Berno that was 
 Committed to continual prayer.  Other monasteries all over Europe were founded    

 modeling Cluny, around 300 monasteries at its height.  

E. Zinzendorf and the Moravians (1700-1800 AD)
1.  Zinzendorf was a wealthy politican and a believer from a very young age.  He offered a   

     group of persecuted believers refuge on his land to form a community called, “Hernhut,”   

     which means, “the watch of the Lord.”  

2. The community received an outpouring of the Spirit in 1727 and 48 people committed to 

Keeping a 24/7 prayer sanctuary.  It went on for over 100 years.  Zinzendorf instilled a missionary zeal to the group that has hardly been surpassed in Church history.  1 out of 60 Moravians were sent out to the nations as compared to 1 out of 5000 in modern day Christianity.  They had a profound impact on the father of missions, William Carey.  John Wesley came to the Lord through the Moravians.  

F. Full Gospel Church in South Korea (1973-Present)
G. IHOP and Other Prayer Ministries (1999-Present)
1.  IHOP started in 1999 – 24/7 prayer and worship.    
2.  Call2All – Missions and Prayer Joined.  Commitments by missions groups on every continent to plant 6.8 million new churches and 700,000 houses of prayer by 2020.  They estimate that the numbers of commitments will grow in the next couple of years.    
3. Pete Greig – 24/7 Burn Rooms in England and around the world.  1999-present.  
4. The Call – Lou Engle gathered 400,000 thousand to America’s capital in 2000.  

5. Estimated 5,000 24/7 prayer networks in China and 5,000 in the rest of the world.  

6.  Graham Power and the Global Day of Prayer – In 2001,  45,000 gather in Cape Town to repent and intercede for their city. In 2002, 8 cities hosted days of repentance and intercession in South Africa.  In 2003, 27 countries in Africa joined together in intercession.  In 2004, all 56 nations in Africa joined together for a day of repentance and intercession.  In 2005, 156 nations joined together on the same day.  In 2009, all 220 nations joined together.
VI.
END-TIME PRAYER MOVEMENT
A.
Luke 18:1-8 – Jesus connected night and day prayer to the release of justice before and during His return.  The parable is in context to the end-times.  
B. Matthew 16:18-19 (Matthew 18:18-19) – Jesus promised the Church the power to loose the power of the kingdom and to bind the powers of the demonic kingdom.  Satan and the demonic kingdom will be bound and cast to the earth by the praying Church around the globe before Jesus’ return and will be cast from the earth at His coming.  
C. Isaiah 62 – This is an end-times prophecy.  The Lord will release the fullness of His plans on the earth through set intercessors around the earth reminding Him of His promises.  
D. Isaiah 42:1-15 – This is a prophecy about the 2nd coming of Jesus as a man of war.  It is in context to centers of worship all around the earth.  
E. Revelation 22:17 (5:8, 6:10, 8:1-3, 12:7-9, 14:1-5 15:2-8, 19:1-6) – This is an end-times prophecy about the unity of the Spirit and the Church.  The Spirit will inspire prayer in the Church globally in the end-times.  The Church will partner with Jesus to release the greatest manifestation of power for revival and the greatest intensity of judgment ever seen on the earth.  He will come back when there is a sustained cry from His bride.  He will come back as the rightful king of the earth and this require the destruction of all that oppose His leadership.  
VII.
PRAYER AFTER JESUS’ RETURN TO THE EARTH

A.
Zechariah 6:12-13 – This is a prophecy about Jesus during His 1,000 year reign on the earth.  He will build a 24/7 worship sanctuary in Jerusalem and rule His government from there.  This will be His governmental headquarters as He restores the earth for 1,000 years.  We will help restore the earth
B. Ephesians 1:9-10 – Jesus will bring the earthly and heavenly realms together in full restoration.  He will do this through prayer, worship and discipleship in the nations after His return.  

C. Isaiah 56:7 – The identity of God’s house forever is of a house of prayer.  This verse is a prophecy about the nations coming to the temple of the Lord after Jesus’ coming. 
D. Isaiah 60:7-13 – Jesus will build a sanctuary in Jerusalem after His coming.  
E. Ezekiel 40-48 – This prophecy describes the temple of Lord after His coming.  
F. Psalm 110 – Jesus is a High Priest forever.  He only made one sacrifice but He prays forever and teaches forever as a priest.  

G. Hebrews 7:25 – He lives to make intercession forever.  

H. Revelation 1:6 – He has made us priests and kings forever.  Priestly ministry is prayer, worship and imparting knowledge to others about God.  
