REVELATION OF GRACE:  BEING ENJOYED BY GOD IN THE PROCESS
-JEFF MOOTZ

I.
INTRODUCTION
A. One of the biggest hindrances to growing and continuing in prayer and worship is the feeling of shame and condemnation before God.  I believe that many believers struggle with this and live with it for decades, possibly their entire lives.  They feel like God is mad, sad, frustrated or disappointed with them.  

B. These feelings cause us to come to God with a closed or guarded heart.  It causes us to turn away from God because nobody wants to spend time with somebody that doesn’t like them.  

C. The Lord wants the truth of the Gospel to give us confidence that God enjoys us as we grow in mature love.  He wants us to run to Him in our weaknesses and our struggles with sin instead of running away from Him to clean ourselves up.
D. One of the primary accusations of the evil one is that we are not pure and enjoyed by God.  The evil one tries to disqualify us from being in God’s presence by saying we are not forgiven, not enjoyed, we are in rebellion, we don’t love Him or that only others are really given a place in His presence.  He is accusing us night and day and is called the accuser of the brethren (Rev 12).  
“Then He showed me Joshua the high priest standing before the Angel of the LORD, and Satan standing at his right hand to oppose (accuse) him.  And the LORD said to Satan, “The LORD rebuke you, Satan!  The LORD who has chosen Jerusalem rebuke you!  Is this not a brand plucked from the fire?”  Now Joshua was clothed with filthy garments, and was standing before the Angel.  Then He answered and spoke to those who stood before Him saying, “Take away the filthy garments from him.”  And to him He said, “See, I have removed your iniquity from you, and I will clothe you with rich robes.”  And I said, “Let them put a clean turban on the head.”  So they put a clean turban on his head, and they put the clothes on him.”  (Zechariah 3:1-5)
II.
GOSPEL OF GRACE:  BROUGHT INTO RIGHT STANDING WITH GOD

A. God enjoys us in our weaknesses and in our struggles with sin.  He understands our weak frame and our proneness to discouragement and sin.  
“For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are yet without sin.  Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace that you may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.”  (Hebrews 4:15-16)
“As a father pities his children, so the LORD pities those who fear Him.  For He knows our frame; He remembers that we are dust.”  (Psalm 103:13-14)
B. He has given us the very righteousness of God in Jesus.  We can stand before God with the very same innocence as Jesus Himself.  God relates to you as though you never sinned.  Righteousness equals right standing.  His blood removed every legal charge against you in the court of heaven.  You can never improve upon this righteousness.  

“But now the righteousness of God apart from the law is revealed, being witnessed by the Law and the Prophets, even the righteousness of God…being justified (made innocent in a legal way) freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus…”  (Romans 3:21-22)
C. It was a free gift that was motivated by the love of God for you.  He desired you even when you were His enemy and living in sin.  He came for you when you were against Him.  He gave the most when you were at your worst.  

“But God demonstrated His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”  (Romans 5:8)
D. His love for us will never change.  He does not change His love when we stumble in sin or lack in our dedication to Him.  He enjoys our love, though it is weak.  Billions of people are ignoring God or are in open rebellion to Him all over the earth right now but you have said yes to Him.  This means something to God.  
E. Your love moves the heart of God.  Part of His beauty is that He allows such weak and broken creatures to move His heart.  He looks upon the lowly, thinks about them and interacts with them.  The widow’s mite story in the Gospels displays this.  She caught the attention of God and moved His heart with the smallest offering of love.  Her mite was multiplied in His economy.  

“Many, O LORD my God, are Your wonderful works which You have done; and Your thoughts toward us cannot be recounted to You in order; If I would declare and speak of them, they are more than can be numbered…But I am poor and needy:  yet the LORD thinks upon me.”  (Psalm 40:5, 17)

“How precious also are Your thoughts to me, O God!  How great is the sum of them!  If I should count them, they would be more in number than the sand…”  (Psalm 139:17-18)
F. Jesus loves us with the same love that His Father loves Him with.  Jesus said this to His disciples before they betrayed them.  They were weak, broken and fearful people like us.  He is saying this to us.  

“As the Father loved Me, I also have loved you; abide in My love.”  (John 15:9)
G. We must receive His love for us and His enjoyment of us when we stumble in sin and repent.  It is very damaging to stumble in sin, repent and then run from God in a form of spiritual timeout.  This is a religious spirit.  The feeling is that we have to show God we are really sorry for what we did and to prove it we are going to stay sad for hours and days, not come to Him in prayer or worship and when we do we bargain with Him and tell Him it’s the last time we’ll stumble in that area.  What we are really saying is we can gain right standing with God by our works and call it humility.  True humility is to receive His forgiveness and favor seconds after we sin and to agree with truth outside of our own efforts.  Godly sorrow over sin is biblical and mourning over areas of our sin is biblical.  But we do these before the Lord and not away from Him and we do them out of a gratefulness of His forgiveness and grace to give us victory over them.  We mourn because sin hinders our ability to feel God’s love and to give Him glory.  Mourning does not earn us forgiveness or favor in God’s eyes.  
H. We must be humble and receive His love and enjoyment of us outside of our own efforts.  It is truly humbling.  We say, “God, why do you like me so much?  I’m weak, I’m broken and I just fell in gross sin.”  

I. This pattern of thinking will shut us down from receiving from God and eventually we will turn to other pleasures.  

J. He celebrates us and gives us full acceptance, favor and enjoyment in His presence the second we repent of our sin and set our hearts to obey Him.  

“And he arose and came to his father.  But when he was still a great way off his father saw him and had compassion and ran and fell on his neck and kissed him.  And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and in your sight, and am no longer worthy to be called your son.’  But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring out the best robe and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand and sandals on his feet.  ‘And bring the fatted calf here and kill it, and let us eat and be merry…”  (Luke 15:20-23)
K. Many are discouraged because they believe they must attain high levels of righteousness and victory over areas of sin before God can truly enjoy them and commune with them.  The truth is He enjoys us in our maturing process.  He relates to us based on the work of Jesus and then by the intentions of our hearts.  Our sincere desire to obey Him is seen by Him as obedience.  We set out hearts to obey Him in an area, then we declare war on the area and repent quickly when we stumble back in it.  We experience more when we get victory over an area of sin because we feel less defiled but He feels the same for us during the entire process of victory.  
“For the LORD does not look at the outward appearance but the LORD looks at the heart.”  (1 Samuel 16:7”

“For He is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness…”  (Joel 2:13)
L. The Lord can love us and enjoy us without approving of everything we do.  He will reveal areas of darkness or lies in our hearts over the entire course of our life.  He increases His light in each season and shows us more of what He sees.  It’s new to us but He already knew about the areas.  
M. Obeying God starts at the setting of the heart.  This is precious in God’s sight. 

N. He loves believers who do not obey Him but He does not enjoy Him.  They need to repent and obey Him in love.  

O. God loves unbelievers but He does not enjoy them.  They are not in right standing before Him and they cannot have relationship with Him outside of accepting Jesus and repenting of their sins.  They are under His wrath and  condemnation but He loves them and desires that they be saved.  He sent His only Son because of His love for the people of the world.  He does not enjoy killing the wicked (John 3:16, Ezekiel 18:32, 2 Peter 3:9).  
“The LORD is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance.”  (2 Peter 3:9)
P. Many confuse immaturity in a believer with rebellion.  This can make us confused about our position with God and how He feels about us and it can cause us to assume others are in rebellion when they are really not.  Immaturity is stumbling in sin, hating it and making changes to get free from it.  Rebellion is blatant and consistent refusal to obey the Lord in specific areas.  

Q. He is longsuffering even when people are in rebellion and gives people time to repent of their sins.  

“And I gave her time to repent of her sexual immorality and she did not repent.”  (Revelation 2:21)

R. Conviction and condemnation are very different.  The conviction of the Holy Spirit is clean, specific and inviting while condemnation is a general feeling that shows no way out.  The conviction of the Spirit can be a heavy feeling.  

S. Altar Call:  

1. The Spirit is convicting you about 1 or 2 areas of you life.  Talk to Him, repent, commit to obeying Him and ask Him for help in that area.

2. You feel the accusation of the enemy like I described.  You feel accused of past sins or you feel the general condemnation of the enemy.  

3. You feel shame over current struggles in your life and can’t feel God’s enjoyment in the midst of getting victory.  Confess truth out loud:  You have forgiven me, I stand before You with the very innocence of Jesus as a free gift and you enjoy me in my sincere desire to obey You.

4. Say, I am the one that You love and enjoy God.  Here I am, Your favorite One.  
