REVELATION 4:  THE BEAUTY OF GOD’S THRONE ROOM AND OUR PRIESTLY POSITION WITH CHRIST
-JEFF MOOTZ

I.
EPHESIANS 1:17-19 – REVELATION OF OUR AUTHORITY IN CHRIST
A. Ephesians 1:17-19 is one of Paul’s greatest prayers.  He prays that the Father of Glory would open our eyes to 3 things:  the hope of God’s calling for us, our worth to Jesus as His bride and our authority and position with Christ in heavenly places. 

B. The verses following this prayer describe what our position in Christ is exactly and says that we are seated with Him in heavenly places as priests.  We were made alive, raised with Him and made to sit together with Him in the throne room of God in heaven.  Jesus promised the Church that they would sit with Him on His throne as He sat down on His Father’s throne.  

C. We are literally seated as kings and governmental officials in a literal throne room in heaven.  Jesus has already made us citizens of heaven.  We have governmental authority delegated to us in Christ.  We were brought into this the day of our new birth.  The day you said yes to Jesus you were brought into the heavenly places with other believers and the Great High Priest Himself and given a place of authority.  

D. Jesus triumphed over every principality and demonic power on the cross, ascended into heaven and sat at the right hand of the Father as King.  He is far above every principality and He has brought us up there as well.  

E. Jesus’ ascension is a major part of the Gospel.  He went into the heavenly temple and made a real way for us into the Holy of Holies with His blood.  In times past, only the High Priest was allowed to enter the Holy of Holies and he could only go in one time per year.  

F. The Great High Priest Jesus entered the Greatest temple and brought us with Him.   He has given us access to the throne room of God.  

G. Jesus’ ascension and exaltation to the throne of God proved His authority as King.  He has combined the two offices of King and Priest.  He is a Priest on His throne.  

H. We have confidence in His sacrifice and can enter the throne room boldly.  

I. Paul prayed that we would know our position and authority in Christ.  The revelation of this truth changes the way we interact and partner with God.  We can pray from the throne room and not to the throne room from the earth.  We are praying from our heavenly position.  
J. He has already conquered sin and Satan but He is incrementally manifesting it until Satan Himself is removed from the earth.  We partner with Jesus to manifest his victory.  We have been given authority as kings and priests with Jesus forever.  

II.
GOD’S THRONE ROOM – THE CENTER OF THE UNIVERSE
A. We are seated as governmental officials in the oval office of the universe.  His throne room governs and oversees the entire created order.  Everything seen and unseen is governed by what is decided in this room.  God delegates angels to people and nations from this place.  

B. The Lord wants us to know our position with Him so that we can partner fully with Him.  He wants us to know the power we have in intercession.  The revelation of our power and authority in Christ will cause us to manifest it more and more.  I pray Ephesians 1 over my own life every day.  

C. Jesus’ primary place of ministry is in intercession and our primary place of ministry is intercession.  We are priests forever.  
III.
DISCOVERING THE BEAUTY OF GOD’S THRONE – REVELATION 4-5
A. We should give much study and meditation to the descriptions of the throne room of God.  God has painted a picture in the throne room that reveals facets of His beauty to us.  It is the pinnacle of beauty.  King David said it was the consummation of perfection.  All of heaven is drawn to this room because it is where God Himself dwells.  The Creator reveals something about Himself in the way He creates the things around Him.  He has revealed Himself so that we can search Him out.  
B. Our faith will be stirred as His throne becomes more real to us.  We will be filled with faith as we connect to the truth that a Person is listening to our prayers and that He is all powerful and beautiful.  We are also filled with faith that prayer and worship are primary in releasing His power and that His throne room is the center of the universe.  We will also grow in confidence of His power and desire to answer prayer and transform the earth. 

C. Lastly, we will see His beauty physically displayed and will grow in fascination with Him.   

D. The book of Revelation and the Book of Exodus display the beauty and power of God unlike any other books.  They both reveal the heavenly order of prayer and worship unlike any other books.  Other 

E. Revelation 4-5 gives the most revelation of the throne room of God.  Other primary passages are Exodus 19, Ezekiel 1 and 10 and Daniel 7.  Each phrase of these chapters can fill our hearts with a living fascination.  Fascination causes worship to arise from our hearts.   
F. Why did God chose to reveal Himself the way He did?  There is a why behind the what.  The Holy Spirit is zealous to fascinate our hearts with God’s beauty.  

G. We grow in this as we give time to it each day for the next years of our lives.  I like to open to these chapters in times of prayer and worship and pray/sing these phrases out loud, journal thoughts and pray/sing in the Spirit.  I set my imagination on this scene as though I were there.  I do it for it days and weeks and it gets more real to me and stirs my heart.  This is the image in my mind every time I interact with God.  I used to picture other things but I think it is best to set out minds on the place the Bible describes we are in times of prayer.  I connect to Him as a real person who is living, feeling and acting.  
H. Our spiritual eyes receive divine impartation from looking on this, thought it is faint and dim.  We receive real light or darkness depending on what we set our eyes on.  If our eyes are filled with light our entire bodies are filled with light.  Our mind is image based and the thoughts or images that we set our mind on, or the ones that suddenly come up, actually have power to stir up emotional and physical desires.  The same is true of godly images.  Our emotions are stirred with power to love God, be fascinated and be resolved to obey Him.  The dim view actually transforms us supernaturally.  
IV.
THE THRONE
A. The first thing John sees is God’s throne.  It is mentioned over 30 times in Revelation because the book reveals the activity of heaven and how it plays out on the earth.  And God is manifesting His power over His enemies.  John was able to see all the events of the book of Revelation and know that God was ruling perfectly from His throne.  John Wesley said he was anxious for only a few moments during his life because he saw God ruling on His throne well.  
B. His throne is set and established forever in heaven.  It is the supreme throne that governs all other thrones.  It cannot be moved.  He cannot be moved.  He is the sovereign God whose purposes and desires will be brought to completion.  This is the place where all creation had its beginning.  

C. John saw the Father’s throne and Jesus’ throne.  The Father’s throne is a flaming fire (Daniel 7).  Jesus’ throne is a deep blue sapphire like the color of the ocean (Ezekiel 1, 10).  Both of their thrones have wheels on their thrones.  The wheels could speak of their ability to administrate their purposes and of their active leadership.  

D. The Father’s throne is a fiery flame.  His power is supreme and consumes all others.  It is the like a raging fire that engulfs itself with flames of fire.  It burns up all impurities in its heat.  He is alive and active in bringing forth His purposes.  His burning desire manifests through His throne room decisions.  He is vibrant, energetic, uncreated, pure and consuming.  

E. Jesus’ throne is sapphire blue which could speak of wisdom and revelation.  He has been given all authority as the God-Man.  He is the only human worthy to lead the created order.  His throne is the same color as the sea of glass around the throne (Ezekiel 1, 10).  
F. His throne speaks of His power, wisdom, evaluation, authority, all knowing, all seeing and of His activity.  He is the highest ruler.  The nations are a drop in the bucket to Him.  
G. He sees every movement of every heart at every moment.  His eyes are in every place keeping watch over the good and the evil to keep account and to bring forth justice.  The foundation of His throne is justice and righteousness.  Everything is naked before Him and must give account to Him.  He maintains justice for His people by judging in righteousness.  He reigns over the nations from His throne.  His throne is established in heaven.   

“The eyes of the LORD are in every place, keeping watch on the evil and the good.”  (Prov 15:3)

“For You have maintained my right and my cause; You sat on the throne judging in righteousness.”  (Psalm 9:4)

“God reigns over the nations; God sits on His holy throne.”  (Psalm 47:8)

“The LORD has established His throne in heaven, and His kingdom rules over all.”  (Psalm 103:19)
H. His throne speaks of His dominion and ownership.  All dominion is His.  Everything in heaven and earth is His property and dominion.  

I. It indicates the place of government, legal decrees and council room decisions (1 Kings 22:19). 
“I saw the LORD sitting on His throne, and all the host of heaven standing by, on His right hand and on His left.  And the LORD said, ‘Who will persuade Ahab to go up, that he may fall at Ramoth Gilead?’……And the LORD said, ‘You shall persuade him, and also prevail.  Go out and do so.’”  (1 Kings 22:19, 22)
J. The throne room is the temple in heaven.  Governmental decisions come during our interactions with God.  We receive insight into His plans during these times and the spirit realm manifests in the natural realm during these times.  

V.
ONE WHO SAT ON THE THRONE LIKE A JASPER AND A SARDIUS STONE
A. There is only One God.  I believe John was talking about the Father in this verse.  Every other religion worships false gods.  

B. There is a real Person on the throne who is thinking, feeling and acting.  He is personal to each individual.  He is confident in who He is and what He is doing.  
C. He looks like a brilliant white and burning red diamond.  The glory that comes from Him is brilliant white and the fire that comes from Him is burning red.  He is pure and filled with desire.  His being is on fire.  His emotions and thoughts are those of desire.  God emanates color from His being.  Hebrews says that He is a consuming fire.  He declared His name to be Jealous Jealousy.  He consumes everything that gets in the way of love.  
D. Waves of this glorious light surround God and shield those around the throne from His being.  The waves of glory come forth from His being and strike the millions around the throne with revelation and glory that causes them to fall and worship.  Each color comes from different facets of His nature.  His nature is like a diamond with all of its angles and beauty. 

E. He surrounds Himself with brilliant colors that have never been seen on earth.  Light is like a garment on Him (Psalm 104).  His light is filled with manifest power and substance and fragrance.  
VI.
THERE WAS A RAINBOW AROUND HIS THRONE

A. The rainbow around His throne is like a dome in its shape.  It covers the throne room complex it its splendor.  It is over His throne which means it is over all that He decides and does.  It speaks of His desire for mercy, remembrance and His faithfulness.  His tender mercies are over all His works (Psalm 145:9).  
B. The rainbow was a sign of mercy and remembrance in the days of Noah.  It was to be an everlasting sign to Noah that rain would never sweep the earth again.  Rainbows come out after the rain.  It was like an emerald in its appearance.  

VII.
24 THRONES AND 24 ELDERS

A. The Lord wants partnership in ruling creation.  I believe the elders are humans because humans have a special place of rulership with the Lord.  Humans will rule over angels in the age to come (1 Corinthians 6:1).  

B. The fact that there are thrones established in the throne room is a huge statement.  They are there in intercession, worship and in the very councils of God.  

C. They are crowned as kings and faithful rulers and robed in priestly robes of righteousness.  They experience the manifest glory of God.  

VIII.
CLOUDS, FIRE, LIGHTNINGS, THUNDERINGS AND VOICES PROCEED FROM GOD

A. There is a storm going on around God’s throne with lightning, thunders and sounds coming forth from God Himself.  All of Israel saw this storm as God descended upon Mt. Sinai (Exodus 19).  
B. There are thick and dark clouds of glory around God.  The clouds are like a whirlwind around Him and are an engulfing fire.  There is brightness coming out of the whirlwind cloud (Ezekiel 1, Psalm 97:2).  
C. God manifested to Israel in a pillar of fire and a pillar of cloud for 40 years through the wilderness.  The glory cloud rested upon the tabernacle.  In King Solomon’s day the glory cloud filled the temple and caused the priests to fall to the ground and leave the temple.  The cloud has weight and power in it.  God hides Himself in the cloud.  
D. His fire consumed the entire mountain and caused smoke to engulf the entire thing like a smoking furnace.  

E. The thunders are the voice and power of God in Revelation 10 and through the scriptures His voice is like a thunder and it releases power.  His voice is filled with power.  It is the same voice that spoke and created the universe.  It shakes the natural order.  The Bride of Christ in heaven is in such unison in heaven in the book of Revelation that her voice is like thunder like His (Ex 19:6, 1 Sam 2:10, 7:10, Job 26:14, 40:9, Psalm 77:18, Psalm 29, 81:7, 104:7, Isaiah 29:6, Rev 6:1, 14:2, 10:3, 16:18, 8:5, 11:19, 19:6).  
F. His lightning is His power to bring justice.  His lighting scatters the proud and wicked in judgment.  (2 Sam 22:15, Psalm 144:6, Zech 9:14, Mat 28:3, Daniel 10:6).

G. There are trumpet sounds and songs that come forth from God.  They are musical.  
H. The seven lamps are the ministry of the Holy Spirit.  He dwells in God’s presence and makes known the things of the Lord to believers (John 14, 16).  He ignites prayer and worship in the hearts of believers.  

IX.
SEA OF GLASS AND 4 LIVING CREATURES

A. There is a vast ocean like pavement that comes forth from the throne of God.  It is blue and clear and mingled with fire.  Thousands upon thousands of angels and saints gather on the sea of glass at a time and minister to God.  It is a vast worship auditorium where the glory of God is striking people with revelation, power and fragrances of the knowledge of God.  
B. It is a vast ocean of the knowledge of God that comes from Jesus’ throne.  We will never come to the end of Him in our discovery.  He has made an arena for millions to discover His beauty at a time in person.  
C. There is a river of life that comes from the Father’s throne.  The river runs all throughout heaven and gives life to those that drink of it.  Daniel 7 says there is a river of fire as well.  I believe the two are the same thing.  There is supernatural life flowing from God that brings life to all of heaven.  It has supernatural qualities to it.  It is alive.  

D. The closest beings to God are the 4 living creatures.  They are full of life.  Their job is to fly around the glory of God, gaze into His being and worship Him night and day.  Why did God create such beings to worship Him night and day?  They have untold numbers of eyes all over their bodies and wings.  Revelation strikes the eyes all over their bodies and they fall to the ground in worship.  

E. They have been discovering new facets of His beauty every day for centuries and they will never get tired of it and they will never quit.  

F. Holy means transcendent beauty.  Transcendent means something uncreated and eternally above our comprehension.  It means to be of another order.  God is transcendent.  His beauty is of another order than our beauty.  As high as the heavens are to the earth so is His beauty higher than ours.  But He gives us glimpses that short circuit our hearts and undo us and He gives us the Spirit to search Him out for eternity.  They are singing and declaring holy revelations of God that can be summarized in one word, holy.  
