DEVELOPING A PRAYER LIST 
-JEFF MOOTZ

I.
INTRODUCTION

A. There are two great ways to grow in your personal prayer life:  schedule your times of prayer and develop a prayer list for those times of prayer. 

B. We will pray ten times more if we put our prayer times in our schedules and prioritize them above other things.  Schedule your prayer times in such a way that they benefit your entire day.  Chose the part of the day that you are the strongest and give it to the Lord in prayer.  

C. It is not legalism to schedule your prayer times.  Scheduling is not contrary to being led by the Spirit.  You are a steward of time and the Holy Spirit wants to give us wisdom to help us steward it better and better throughout our life.  We schedule it because we desire to pray more and connect to God more.  

D. Take time to develop a prayer list that will guide you in prayer times.  It is a vehicle to help you pray for the things that are on your heart.  

II.
DEVELOPING A PRAYER LIST

A. You can make your list however you would like to make it and you can change it whenever you would like to change it.  

B. The list is there because most times we forget what to pray for when we show up to prayer.  Other times we get distracted during our times and forget what we were praying or what were things on our hearts the day before.  

C. Prayer is my first action plan item for any vision or goal that I have.  My first plan of action to fulfill those desires is to put it on my prayer list and to begin praying for it.  

D. Pray for yourself and pray for others.  Don’t feel guilty for praying for yourself or for praying for yourself a lot.  Many people wrestle with that thought during prayer times.  

E. The goal of the list is to connect your heart to God.  You will never make it through the list.  You will pray for a few items and then come to one that has some life on it and you will stay there for a while.  The goal of the list is not to get all the way through it every day.  

F. Make 3 sections to your prayer list:  

1. You:  heart, fruit, gifts, wisdom, needs, current needs or current weaknesses.

2. People/Places:  Salvations, friends, family, ministries, cities, leaders. 

3. Issues:  Orphans, abortion, slavery, drugs, war, crisis events.  

G. Most of my list stays the same from year to year but I change who I am praying for in different seasons and I pray for current areas of my character that need growth, current needs and different people for salvation.  

H. Sometimes I will skip my prayer list and pray through a section of scripture instead (ex:  Psalm 119, Matthew 5-7, 1 Corinthians 13:4-7, Galatians 5:22-23). 
III.
BIBLICAL PRAYERS AND PROMISES TO PRAY


A.
Ephesians 1:17-19
“That the Father of glory, may give to you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him, the eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that you may know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, and what is the exceeding greatness of His power toward us who believe, according to His mighty power…”  
1. Father of Glory

2. Spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of God

3. Eyes enlightened

4. Hope of His calling

5. His inheritance in the saints

6. Our authority in Christ
B.
Ephesians 3:16-19

“For this reason I bow my knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,[c] 15 from whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named, 16 that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with might through His Spirit in the inner man, 17 that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; that you, being rooted and grounded in love, 18 may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the width and length and depth and height— 19 to know the love of Christ which passes knowledge; that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.”  

1. Father of our Lord Jesus Christ

2. Whole family in heaven and earth
3. Strengthened with might through His Holy Spirit in the inner man
4. Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith
5. Rooted and grounded in love
6. Understand the bounds of His love which passes knowledge
7. Filled with all the fullness of God
C.
Philippians 1:9-11

“9 And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and more in knowledge and all discernment, 10 that you may approve the things that are excellent, that you may be sincere and without offense till the day of Christ, 11 being filled with the fruits of righteousness which are by Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God.”  

1. Love abound more and more in knowledge and discernment

2. You may approve the things that are excellent
3. You may be sincere and without offense until the Day of Christ
4. Filled with the fruits of the Spirit
D.
Colossians 1:9-11

“9 For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; 10 that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God;11 strengthened with all might, according to His glorious power, for all patience and longsuffering with joy…”

1. Filled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding

2. You may walk worthy of the Lord and fully please Him
3. Fruitful in every good work and growing in the revelation of God
4. Strengthened with all might, by His power, for all patience and longsuffering with joy

E. Romans 15:5-6, 13

“5 Now may the God of patience and comfort grant you to be like-minded toward one another, according to Christ Jesus, 6 that you may with one mind and one mouth glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 13 Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.”  
1. God of patience and comfort

2. Grant you to be like minded toward one another
3. That you may glorify God with one mouth
4. God of Hope
5. Fill you will joy, peace and hope in believing
F. 1 Corinthians 1:5-8

“4 I thank my God always concerning you for the grace of God which was given to you by Christ Jesus, 5 that you were enriched in everything by Him in all utterance and all knowledge, 6 even as the testimony of Christ was confirmed in you, 7 so that you come short in no gift, eagerly waiting for the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ,8 who will also confirm you to the end, that you may be blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.”  
1. Enriched in everything by Him in all utterance and knowledge

2. The Gospel was confirmed in you

3. So that you come short in no gift

4. Eagerly waiting for the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ

5. He will confirm you until the end, that you be blameless until His coming

G. 1 Thessalonians 3:10-13

“9 For what thanks can we render to God for you, for all the joy with which we rejoice for your sake before our God, 10 night and day praying exceedingly that we may see your face and perfect what is lacking in your faith? 11 Now may our God and Father Himself, and our Lord Jesus Christ, direct our way to you. 12 And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love to one another and to all, just as we do to you, 13 so that He may establish your hearts blameless in holiness before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all His saints.”  
1. God would perfect what is lacking in your faith

2. You would increase and abound in love for one another and to all

3. He would establish your hearts blameless in holiness before Jesus’ coming

H. 2 Thessalonians 1:11-12

“11 Therefore we also pray always for you that our God would count you worthy of this calling, and fulfill all the good pleasure of His goodness and the work of faith with power, 12 that the name of our Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified in you, and you in Him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.”  
1. God would count your worthy of this calling

2. He would fulfill all the good pleasure of His goodness and the work of faith and power

3. That Jesus would be glorified in you and you in Him

I. 2 Thessalonians 3:1-5
“Finally, brethren, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may run swiftly and be glorified, just as it is with you, 2 and that we may be delivered from unreasonable and wicked men; for not all have faith.  3 But the Lord is faithful, who will establish you and guard you from the evil one.4  And we have confidence in the Lord concerning you, both that you do and will do the things we command you.  5 Now may the Lord direct your hearts into the love of God and into the patience of Christ.”
1. The word of the Lord may run swiftly and be glorified

2. That we may be delivered from unreasonable and wicked men

3. The Lord is faithful to establish you and guard you from the evil one. 
4. The Lord direct your hearts into the love of God and the patience of Christ
J. Acts 2:17-19
“And it shall come to pass in the last days, says God, That I will pour out of My Spirit on all flesh;
Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, Your young men shall see visions, Your old men shall dream dreams.  18 And on My menservants and on My maidservants I will pour out My Spirit in those days; And they shall prophesy.  19 I will show wonders in heaven above And signs in the earth beneath: Blood and fire and vapor of smoke.”  
1. God would pour out His Spirit on flesh

2. God would release a spirit of prophecy

3. God would release signs and wonders

K.
Acts 4:28-31

“29 Now, Lord, look on their threats, and grant to Your servants that with all boldness they may speak Your word, 30 by stretching out Your hand to heal, and that signs and wonders may be done through the name of Your holy Servant Jesus.”  31 And when they had prayed, the place where they were assembled together was shaken; and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they spoke the word of God with boldness.”
1. Grant us boldness to speak Your word

2. Stretch out Your hand to heal and to release signs and wonders

L.
Luke 24:49-50

“49 Behold, I send the Promise of My Father upon you; but tarry in the city of Jerusalem[i] until you are endued with power from on high.”
1. Endue us with power from on high

M. Matthew 6:9-13

“9 In this manner, therefore, pray: Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be Your name.  10 Your kingdom come.  Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  11 Give us this day our daily bread.  12 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  13 And do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.  For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen.”  
1. Our Father in heaven

2. Glorify Your name to me
3. Bring the realities, plans and activities of heaven to the earth
4. Give us our daily needs
5. Deliver us from temptation and deliver us from the schemes of the evil one
N. Matthew 9:38

“38 Therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest.”
1. Lord of the harvest

2. Send out laborers into the harvest
