SONG OF SONGS 5:12 – JESUS SEES, CARES AND ACTS 
Jeff Mootz (7/1/12)
His eyes are like doves by the rivers of waters, washed with milk, and fitly set.  
I.
INTRODUCTION
A. In review, the bride in this chapter is describing ten divine attributes of her beloved.  The context of chapter 5 is a negative one.  The Lord invites the bride into deeper fellowship with His heart, she responds with a wholehearted yes and then negative things begin to happen in her life.  The Lord purposely pulls His presence away from her and allows negative circumstances to happen to bring her heart closer to His.  She experiences rejection in the Church from leaders and she experiences accusations that disrupt her life.  

B. It was in this context that she sought the Lord, wrestled with His identity and grew in lovesickness and provoked other believers to know the Lord.  This was the context in which He would answer her prayers for more intimacy.  Her heart was strengthened by her meditations on the beauty of the Lord, as revealed in His ten attributes.  
“I charge you, O daughters of Jerusalem, if you find my beloved, that you tell him I am lovesick!  What is your beloved more than another beloved, O fairest among women?  What is your beloved more than another beloved, that you so charge us?”  (Songs 5:8-9)
C. The believers around her were deeply touched by her responses to the negative circumstances and by her abandonment to the Lord in the midst of them.  She was so preoccupied with Jesus that her first statement was not of offense but of lovesickness.  They were so touched that they asked her what she saw in the Lord that caused her to live like she did.  They ask her why Jesus is so much greater to her than the other things that take our affections.  
D. The Lord is bringing forth lovesick worshippers who will provoke many to seek out the Lord in extravagant ways.  It is our response of love that encourages others in their own lives with the Lord.  It is our own lovesickness that calls others back to their first love.  The unveiling of her revelation of Jesus causes them to desire the Lord even more in the beginning of chapter 6.  
E. These ten attributes of the Lord will strengthen our own hearts now and in the midst of crisis.  We must search the depths of the knowledge of God in order to have our own hearts awakened in love.  We must search Him out so that our perspective aligns to His perspective in every season.  Our responses and our love for the Lord will provoke other believers to know Him like we do.  The accusations of the enemy can fill our hearts during negative circumstances.  They are silenced as we grow in the knowledge of God.  
F. Our thoughts and emotions are settled in crisis when we meditate on the attributes of God’s heart.  Everything changes when we connect to His perspective.  Big things in our lives become small in importance and big things in His heart become big in our lives.  Things of less importance in God’s eyes become smaller in our eyes and thing of importance in God’s eyes become important in our eyes.  His perspective is radically different than ours.  Many times His perspective is completely opposite to what we think and feel.  
G. The process of growing in the knowledge of God is very simple.  We must give much time each day to meditate on these attributes of the Lord.  Simply read passages of the Bible that reveal something about the Lord, talk to the Lord about these truths and then journal thoughts and prayers that come to mind.  Take hours and days to pour over these various truths.  We receive living understanding upon our hearts in the context of searching the Word and asking the Spirit for more.  
H. In order for the knowledge of God to touch our hearts we must go beyond studying the Bible to praying the Bible.  Praying the Bible back to God in a devotional manner will connect your heart to Him in profound ways.  It is so simple, yet few actually take time to talk to God about what they study about Him.  Journaling thoughts is a great way to engage your mind and hands and it allows you to remember phrases the Holy Spirit gives you.  You can pray those phrases back to God over the months and years and the Spirit will increase the manifestation of that truth in your heart.  
I. You will receive more revelation upon your heart and mind when you talk to God about those phrases.  He will talk to you about those truths as long as you want to continue the conversation.  
J. The eyes of the Lord are a fascinating discovery in God.  The study and revelation of His omniscient gaze will cause our hearts to trust Him and love Him more.  Why is this study important? Our hearts must know that He cares enough to watch us in our lives, our love and our circumstances, that His gaze is pure and that He will act in perfect power and justice.  This is the revelation of Jesus as a Bridegroom Judge.  
K. Every person must battle the lie that God is distant and unaware.  Every person must battle the lie that God does not care and therefore does not watch us.  The human heart is filled with accusation in this area.  Jesus does more than watch, He gazes at us intently.  His eyes are filled with desire and He has the ability to see the smallest movements of desire in our hearts.  His eyes will exhilarate our hearts as we study their power and precision.  
L. We must also confront the lie that He does not see the injustices or negative circumstances in our lives.  Every person must battle the lie that God does not see and does not act in our lives.  Every person must battle the lie that He is distant, only partially sees or only watches sometimes, that He does not see our sacrifices or our love.  He sees the good and the bad and He responds with perfect timing, accuracy and justice.  He sees our love and sacrifices even when we do not and it moves Him.  Jesus watches creation and our hearts very intently.  There is great safety and confidence in this truth of God.  
M. Our hearts become offended at God when we do not understand His eyes rightly.  We are offended because we feel as though He does not see our difficult lives, people’s negative interactions with us and then we judge Him to be distant and uncaring.  Then the offense grows because we think this same God is going to evaluate our lives in a harsh and injustice way.  

N. These lies surface to the heart as we meditate on these truths.  Take time to acknowledge the lie when it surfaces and repent before the Lord for believing it.  Thank the Lord for the truth and agree with them in prayer.  This is how our minds and emotions become renewed in the Lord.  
O. The eyes of the Lord are the primary topic of this verse.  There are three adjectives that describe the eyes of the Lord and then one description that describes His functionally position as Judge.  Jesus ascended to through the heavens and sat down at the right hand of the Father.  He has been appointed judge of the earth as a Man.  He alone is worthy to sit upon the throne next to the Father.  This is a major theme in the New Testament that was prophesied in the Old Testament of the Messiah.  His eyes gaze upon the earth from this throne.  
P. EYES = Eyes speak of Jesus’ omniscient sight, eternal perspective, discernment, attention, awareness, evaluation, judgment, desire, affections and loving gaze.  In the Song of Songs, eyes have a special meaning of adoration and affection.  In Song 6:5, Jesus is overwhelmed by the eyes of the bride, which are her affections.    
Q. DOVES = Doves speak of gentleness, covenant, commitment, focus, singleness of vision and attention.  Jesus’ gaze is focused on those that have made a covenant with Him.  Doves were known for their loyalty to their mate.  He evaluates with gentleness and compassion.  He sees everything in our lives and He sees every level of our hearts at all times.  We are never alone and we know He acts perfectly in every circumstance in our lives. 
R. RIVERS OF WATERS = Doves by the river side were focused on the water.  They would not move their neck or their eyes so that all of their attention was focused on drinking water.  The Lord is intently focused on us, our hearts and our circumstances.  He sees our love and it satisfies Him like the water does the dove.  He searches the earth for love and our hearts for love.  Jesus drinks of our love for Him.  
S. WASHED WITH MILK = Washing speaks of purity, gentleness, humility, compassion, clarity, fullness of sight, strength of sight, compassion in judgment and discernment.  He is able to see the smallest movements of love in our hearts even when we cannot.  He sees things clearly and differently than we do.  Milk was nourishing and white.  His eyes are strong and clean to see through all the ages of history and into eternity.  His evaluation of every individual will be perfect and fair when they stand before Him.  He looks at the heart and not the outward appearance.  He sees believers as the righteousness of Christ.  
T. FITLY SET = This refers to the way jewels were perfectly set in place.  They were held tightly in place and they were set at a perfect depth so that all of their beauty could be seen.  Jesus ascended through the heavens, sat at the right hand of the Father and He sees all things as the Judge of creation.  He has been fitly set at the right hand of the Father.  The Holy Spirit rest upon Him as the seven eyes described in Revelation 5.  He has been given authority to evaluate all of creation now and at the end of the age.  He is the judge of the earth and He will not be moved.  His gaze is fitly set in consistency, authority and strength.  His eyes are placed perfectly within Him so that He can see all things.     
II.
HIS EYES – JESUS IS ALL-SEEING AND ALL-KNOWING
A. Jesus is omniscient.  He sees everything in the entire universe.  The entire scope of the universe is in His sight and He is able to see the smallest particles of the smallest objects.  He is able to behold every galaxy, star and planet at the same time and still behold the particles that make them up.  He can behold the edges of the universe; the millions of galaxies and at the same time see every movement of every human heart at the same time.  
B. The largest modern day telescopes can see far off galaxies but they cannot see enough to determine how many galaxies there are or how far the universe extends.  The most advanced technological devices can barely detect the particles that make up matter.  Scientists can only theorize on the very base particles of atoms but Jesus can behold them with ease.  He can see every level of every object in the entire universe and He can see them at the same time.  Jesus sees the distant galaxies and at the same time He sees you.  
C. His eyes speak of His omniscience.  Jesus sees every action by every human every second of the day.  Even more intense is the fact that He sees every single intention and motive of every human heart every second of the day.  He can perceive layers of motives in the human heart that we cannot even perceive.  He can see everything in the heavens and the earth at one time.  There is no creature like Him in His ability to see.

D. He is able to see every action and every motive of every creature all of the time.  Everything is laid bare before Him.  Jesus is able to see the visible and the invisible realm at the same time.  Jesus sees everything in the invisible realm.  He can see the interaction of the visible and invisible realms.  Nothing is hidden from His sight.  He sees what is really true.  
“And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are naked and open to the eyes of Him to whom we must give account.”  (Hebrews 4:12)
E. Jesus can see everything from His heavenly throne.  Every creature and every thought is laid open before Him.  
“And I looked and behold…stood a Lamb as though it had been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent out into all the earth.”  (Revelation 5:6)
F. Revelation 5 describes the Lord as having 7 horns and 7 eyes.  The 7 eyes speak of perfect sight and knowledge.  In Revelation 5, Jesus’ qualifications are revealed before He takes the scroll to human history.  He has perfect sight and knowledge to lead the nations through the events of the end times and into the next age where He will fully manifest His leadership in the heavens and on the earth.  Jesus is qualified and equipped to unfold human history as seen in the opening of the scroll in Revelation.  He has perfect sight and power to administrate God’s purposes on the earth.  
“For the eyes of the Lord run to and fro (search) throughout the whole earth, to show Himself strong on behalf of those whose heart is loyal (wholehearted obedience) to Him.” (2 Chronicles 16:9) 

G. He searches in desire for love.  The Lord looks across the earth for those that will love Him and be loyal to Him.  He is searching for hearts that love Him.  Even now His eyes search the earth for human hearts that love Him.  His eyes reveal His desire to commune with us.  God looks on the earth for those that love Him.  His eyes are upon the earth in an intense way.  He is gazing upon the works of His hands and He cares about its response.  He cares deeply about love.  We must ask the question, “What is He looking for?”  Why does Jesus care so much about the earth and His creation?  We are so small and broken and He is so big and beautiful.  This is what He is like.  He is gazing upon His creation right now.  He is looking to awaken love in the nations for Himself.  
H. Eyes speak of love and affection in the Song of Songs.  Eyes express the desire of the heart.  To desire is to search with the eyes, to watch intently and to watch for the response of love.  Jesus has affections and desires and He places them upon us.  He has real affections in His heart for each one of us.  Eyes are mentioned 7 times in the Song; 5 times they speak of the bride and her loyal affections to the Lord.  This is the only time Jesus’ eyes are described in the Song.  
I. His eyes speak of His desire.  The book of Revelation reveals the eyes of the Lord as flames of fire 3 separate times.  It is the only book that displays the Lord’s eyes as a flame of fire.  They are revealed to John in the beginning of the book, to a church in compromise in Revelation 2 and then at Jesus’ 2nd coming in Revelation 19.  
J. He is filled with desire for His people.  He wants to remove every thing that quenches love in His people.  He will remove every single hindrance to love on the earth at His coming.  Jesus desires our love with a jealous desire.  Jesus came to John as a Jealous King desiring the full love of His people.  The context of these verses is a church in compromise or a church under oppression and each time Jesus is displaying His jealousy for the fullness of love in His people. 
“His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and His eyes like a flame of fire…”  (Revelation 1:14)   

“These things says the Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire, and His feet like fine brass…”  (Revelation 2:18)

“Now I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse.  And He who sat on him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and makes war.  His eyes were like a flame of fire…”  (Revelation 19:11-12)
K. He is filled with longing and desire.  He has flames of fiery passion in His eyes as He gazes upon our hearts and as He gazes upon His creation.  His eyes reveal His heart towards His creation.  He gazes and searches our hearts in love.  He gazes because He is jealous for wholehearted lovers.  We must know this God.  His desire is uncreated and everlasting.  His desire had no beginning.  We cannot measure His desire for us, it is beyond our understanding.  It is transcendent.  It is too high for us to understand as created beings but He gives us more glimpses of it when we ask.   
L. His eyes are filled with desire as He looks at you and me.  He sees through all of the sins we have repented of in the past and He sees us rightly in our current struggles.  Do not let shame shut your heart down as He looks at you.  Let the revelation of His desire for you in your brokenness strengthen you to get out of sin.  We must see ourselves rightly before Him to rightly feel how He sees us.   

M. These are the same eyes Jesus gazed through when He was on the cross.  These are the eyes that saw the value of the widow’s mite.  These are the eyes that saw Nathaniel under the tree by the Spirit.  These are the eyes that saw Zachias waiting for Him in the tree.  These are the eyes that saw the widow weeping at her only son’s coffin.  Jesus sees, cares deeply and acts justly.  
III.
EYES LIKE DOVES – THE GENTLE AND COMMITTED GAZE OF THE LORD

A. DOVES = Doves speak of gentleness, covenant, commitment, focus, singleness of vision and attention.  Jesus’ gaze is focused on those that have made a covenant with Him.  Doves were known for their loyalty to their mate.  He evaluates with gentleness and compassion.  He sees everything in our lives and He sees every level of our hearts at all times.  We are never alone and we know He acts perfectly in every circumstance in our lives.

B. Jesus has an attentive, gentle and focused gaze upon those that have made a covenant with Him.  They would only mate one time in their life and they were known for their focused vision because they could not turn their eyes.  Jesus is loyal to us.  He is committed to those that have made a covenant with Him.  His gaze is upon us because we have united ourselves with Him.   
C. His eyes are upon His people.  Doves are focused and loyal to their partner.  His eyes are upon us in every season.  Jesus cares and sees every circumstance, trial and injustice in our lives.  He is very attentive and hears our cries.  Jesus is not absent or distracted.  He is fully involved.  Jesus sees therefore He cares and acts.  He is not a casual observer of our lives.  He is a loving Husband that watches intently.      
D. Jesus sees our desires for Him.  He sees our small offerings of love.  He sees our cries and circumstances.  Nothing is hidden from His eyes.  My heart is laid open before Him.  He sees our desire to love Him and to reach for Him.  He will reveal those places of love at His 2nd coming.  He will make known the hidden things.  Our love is more real before Jesus’ eyes than it is before our own eyes.  He will reveal the hidden love in our hearts and praise us for it.  We imagine He only sees the darkness in our hearts, which is very real, but He sees our sincere desire to love Him and obey Him and counts it as precious.  
“Therefore judge nothing before the time, until the Lord comes, who will both bring to light the hidden things of darkness and reveal the counsels of the hearts.  Then each one’s praise will come from God.”  (1 Corinthians 4:5)
E. His intentions are pure.  His perspective is clear.  Nothing is hidden from His gaze.  No movement of love is missed by His eyes.  He sees it all and gazes in desire.  His intentions are for our good.  He peers into our souls.  He peers into our hearts of love.  

F. We have to let Him see us and not pull back in shame.  His gaze is intense.  His gaze never stops in its intensity.  He is aware of every movement of our hearts at every moment of the day.  Jesus never turns away His gaze.    

G. The little movements of our hearts matter to His heart.  He cares about the small movements of love and our godly responses in difficulty.  Jesus sees and cares and is touched by our responses.   He is loyal to His covenant.  He is loyal and covenanted to us.  
H. He is gentle and meek like a dove.  He is meek and gentle in His gaze and evaluation.  Jesus is pure and transcendent.  He could count our weak love as nothing and our weak loyalty as nothing, but He is impacted by them and accounts them as indescribable in worth.  

“The Lord is high above all nations, His glory above the heavens.  Who is like the Lord our God, who dwells on high, who humbles Himself to behold the things that are in the heavens and in the earth?”  (Psalm 113:4-6)

“But I am poor and needy; yet the Lord thinks upon me…”  (Psalm 40:17)
I. He humbles Himself to gaze at us.  Why would He care and why would He be affected by us?  Our love doesn’t seem that real to us.  It seems even smaller when we think of the billions of humans and the trillions of creatures that are alive.  We seem so small and unimportant among the trillions of creatures on the earth.  The fact that He values our love displays how awesome He is.    
J. The corporate love of His Bride has tremendous impact on Jesus’ heart but so does our individual love for Him.  His emotions are stirred in holy ways by our weak love.  This is God’s humility displayed.   It is humility for the highest ranking, uncreated, most powerful and beautiful being in the universe to be affected so much by lowly, created and weak beings like us.  This gives us insight into His heart and it gives us insight into the value and dignity He has given believers.  
“Now Jesus sat opposite the treasury and saw how the people put money into the treasury.  And many who were rich put in much.  Then one poor widow came and threw in two mites (less than a penny), which make a quadran.  So He called His disciples to Himself and said to them, “Assuredly, I say to you that this poor widow has put in more than all those who have given to the treasury; for they all put in out of their abundance but she out of her poverty put in all that she had, her whole livelihood.”  
K. Widow’s mite story – This story reveals the way the Lord sees our love and how attentive He is to the seemingly small things or unimportant people.  Jesus watched the offering being put into the treasury.  He saw everybody and He evaluated rightly.  There were many rich people and they put a lot of money into the treasury.  Jesus brings His disciples to Him to teach them something.  The poor widow put in less than a penny in man’s perspective but in reality she put in more than all the others.  In God’s perspective she gave more than the hundreds and thousands that they gave.  Her offering would have been less than a penny in our day.  This specific offering was a voluntary offering.  
L. What does this say about God’s perspective on every area of love in our lives?  Why did He value her offering of love?  He valued it because she gave out of love and she gave until it really affected her life.  She put in money out of her poverty while they gave out of their abundance.  Even though she was extremely poor, she was able to give more money to the Lord than the rich because of Jesus’ evaluation.  She was not limited in her expression of love because of her circumstances.  The treasury was an optional offering for the poor.  She did not have to give at all but she gave her entire livelihood.  
M. Jesus saw the widow’s weak love and He counted it as a great treasure.  He was able to see the entire scene as it played out and He discerned truth.  He received her small offering and in His humility let it stir His heart in love.  This story is a picture of our weak love for Him.  
N. His focused attention and gaze is upon us.  He sees us clearly.  Our love is real before His eyes.  Jesus’ gaze is steady.  Desire fuels His eyes.  He is very present and very near.  He is not distant and distracted.  He discerns every level of every heart and situation.  He discerned the life of the widow and discerned every trial in her heart.  He knew her poverty and her trials and how much she gave up in giving an offering to Him.  What moved the widow to give out of her lack?
O. He is attentive to us.  Our trials and sacrifices truly are for love.  Every sacrifice of love is seen by Him.  He sees our circumstances.  He sees injustices, negative words spoken against us and He sees persecutions when we endure them.  He will act and establish justice on our behalf.  He will act in His own wisdom.  He will reward and restore for the things done in love.  Nothing can be taken from us in negative seasons because we can love Him in the midst of anything and He sees it.  Our love never fails because Jesus remembers it forever and He will reward us at the Judgment seat of Christ.  No investment of love is forgotten, lost or hidden from God’s sight.  Responses of love are remembered forever by God and rewarded forever by God.  
“Love never fails (its impact is eternal)…9 For we know in part and we prophesy in part…12 For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part…13 Now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love.”  (1 Cor. 13:8-13)
“Rather let it be the hidden person of the heart, with the incorruptible (eternal) beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is very precious (valuable) in the sight of God.”  (1 Peter 3:4)

“For what credit (eternal value) is it if, when you are beaten for your faults, you take it patiently?  But when you do good and suffer, if you take it patiently, this is commendable before God (remembered and rewarded by God forever).”  (1 Peter 2:20)

“But one thing is needed, and Mary has chosen that good part, which will not be taken away from her (eternal impact and reward).”  (Luke 10:42)

“For in pouring this fragrant oil on My body, she did it for My burial.  Assuredly, I say to you, wherever this gospel is preached in the whole world, what this woman has done will also be told as a memorial (eternal testimony of her extravagant love).”  (Matthew 26:12-13)

P. The Lord remembers the movements of love in our hearts forever and He promises to reward us forever.  Each movement and act of love has eternal implications.  They have eternal impact on God’s heart and they will be rewarded forever.  He is deeply touched by our love.  His extravagant promises to remember and reward are the very displays of the depth of impact our love has on Him.  Only those within the covenant of Jesus will be rewarded.  There is no reward or remembrance for those outside the covenant.  
Q. Jesus has covenant eyes.  His eyes are upon us because of the covenant we made with Him through His blood.  The greatest impact we have is on Jesus’ heart.  His gaze is the most important thing in our life.  No other focus will satisfy our hearts.  We were created with the desire to make a great and lasting impact.  This longing is fully and deeply satisfied by impacting the Lord’s heart.  
“He does not withdraw His eyes from the righteous…”  (Job 36:7)
R. He is the gazing God.  He is the peering God.  He is the searching God.  He gazes into our hearts and sees the love we have for Him.  

S. Nothing is in vain when He sees it.  No circumstance can stop us from loving Him.  He sees the responses in our hearts.  Nothing is taken from us because His gaze is always attentive to our love.  Our responses to our negative circumstances move His heart and are remembered forever the Him.  Paul was able to love the Lord in the midst of suffering and persecution.
“And when they had laid many stripes on them, they threw them into prison…he put them into the inner prison and fastened their feet in the stocks.  BUT at midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to them.”  (Acts 16:23-25)
T. He is attentive to every injustice in our lives.  Jesus sees every injustice in our lives and He will release justice in His timing, both in this age and in the next age.  The Lord wants us to know that He is loyal to us and that He acts on our behalf.  He wants us to know that He is a Judge on our behalf.  He sees every injustice in our lives and He is the one that will establish justice for us.  Offense will come into our hearts if we do not believe Jesus sees our injustices and acts upon them.  He is a Judge and a Jealous Husband that will protect us.  He actively moves on our behalf.  The ultimate day of vengeance is when Jesus comes back to earth.  
“The eyes of the Lord are in every place, keeping watch (evaluating and executing justice) on the evil and the good.”  (Proverbs 15:3)

“Do not fret because of evildoers, nor be envious of the workers of iniquity, for they shall soon be cut down like the grass, and wither as the green herb.”  (Psalm 37:1-2)

“They shall not be ashamed in the evil time, and in the days of famine they shall be satisfied.  But the wicked shall perish; and the enemies of the Lord, like the splendor of the meadows, shall vanish.  Into smoke they shall vanish away.”  (Psalm 37:19-20)
“Beloved, do not avenge (bring justice for yourself) yourselves, but rather give place to wrath; for it is written, “Vengeance (establishment of justice in your life)) is Mine, I will repay,” says the Lord.”  (Romans12:19)


“In the LORD I put my trust….The Lord is in His holy temple, the LORD’s throne is in heaven; His eyes behold, His eyelids test the sons of men.  The Lord tests the righteous but the wicked and the one who loves violence His soul hates.  Upon the wicked He will rain coals; fire and brimstone and a burning wind shall be the portion of their cup.”  (Psalm 11:1, 4-6)
“You will save the humble people; but Your eyes are on the haughty, that You may bring them down.”  (2 Samuel 22:28)

“Incline Your ear, O Lord, and hear; open Your eyes, O Lord, and see; and hear the words of Sennacherib, which he has sent to reproach the living God….And it came to pass on a certain night that the angel of the Lord went out, and killed in the camp of the Assyrians one hundred and eighty-five thousand; and when people arose early in the morning, there were the corpses – all dead.”  (2 Kings 19:16, 35)
“He rules by His power forever; His eyes observe the nations; do not let the rebellious exalt themselves.”  (Psalms 66:7)  
“Let my vindication come from Your presence; let Your eyes look upon the things that are upright.”  (Psalm 17:2)

IV.
BY THE RIVERS OF WATERS – JESUS’ FOCUSED AND SATISFIED GAZE

A. RIVERS OF WATERS = Doves by the river side were focused on the water.  They would not move their necks or their eyes so that all of their attention could be focused on drinking water.  The Lord is intently focused on us, our hearts and our circumstances.  He sees our love and it satisfies Him like the water does the dove.  He searches the earth for love and our hearts for love.  Jesus drinks of our love for Him.  

B. He looks for our love like a dove looks for refreshing waters by the river.  The dove is focused on satisfying its thirst.  A dove by the water stays focused on drinking.  The Lord has a focused gaze upon our hearts.  The uncreated God longs for our love.  He sees the deepest places within us.  
C. He sees love in our hearts when we do not.  He can see beyond the distraction and fears within our hearts.  He sees the secret places of our hearts and the secret works of love that nobody else sees.  He receives great pleasure from our lives of love.  
D.
Jesus enjoys His people.  He takes great pleasure in interacting with us.  He has fixed His eyes upon us.  He has fixed his eyes on us and He never withdraws them.  God is fully satisfied within Himself but He longs for our love.  God is different than us.  We are not satisfied within ourselves.  He created the universe and human beings for love, came to the cross for love and He will come again for love.  
E.
He longs for union with us.  This is why He is so zealous to dwell in the midst of His people on the earth.  Song of Songs 4:9 says that He is ravished by one loving and loyal glance of a believer.  He receives pleasure from us.  He is fixed upon our hearts like a dove drinking from the river.  
V.
WASHED WITH MILK - 
A. WASHED WITH MILK = Washing speaks of purity, gentleness, compassion, clarity in discernment, purity in judgment, eternal perspective and fullness of sight.  He sees things clearly and differently than we do.  Milk was nourishing and white.  His eyes are strong and clean to see through all the ages.  They are not weary, old, lacking in sight or red.  
B. His gaze is wide in its scope and it is seated in eternity.  He can see all of history and all of eternity in one span.  He can see the past, present and the future at one time.  He sees the story line of Genesis 1 to Revelation 22 in one glimpse.  He can see outside the realm of time.  He saw the book of Revelation playing out before Adam was created.  He saw the crucifixion playing out before the earth was created.  
“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, 4 just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before Him in love, 5 having predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will...”  (Ephesians 1:3-5)
C. He is prophetic in His vision.  Jesus sees the end from the beginning.  His perspective is eternal and lacking nothing.  He sees every budding virtue in every believer’s heart and how great it will grow in the decades and even into the eternal age.  He is able to see our hearts down the road.  He sees the direction in which all of creation is going.  Jesus sees the fullness of creation coming forth as though it were real today.  All of Jesus’ teachings had an eternal perspective.  He leads us from that perspective because He knows what has eternal value and He knows what will produce it in us.  
“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal; but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal.”  (Matthew 6:19)
“Therefore we do not lose heart. Even though our outward man is perishing, yet the inward man is being renewed day by day. 17 For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, is working for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory, 18 while we do not look at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen. For the things which are seen are temporary, but the things which are not seen are eternal” (2 Corinthians 4:16-18)
D. Jesus can see where the seeds of sin and the seeds of righteousness will go if we give way to them in our hearts and therefore we can trust His leadership.  His perspective is perfect.  And because His perspective is eternal He knows how to produce in us the things that have eternal value.  Our perspectives need renewing in this area but the Lord’s does not.  His judgments can seem harsh to us but that is because we can’t see the true measure of sin in the nations or the levels of destruction they are causing to people.  His judgments are precise to the depth of sin He sees and wants to remove.  
E. He will not grow weary in watching over our lives or over the nations.  His eyes are not red and weary like an aged person.  His eyes have been washed with milk, which is white and strengthening.  The intensity of His gaze has never changed for all of these centuries.  He is able to see every detail with precision and His eyes will never fail.  He is the everlasting God who never gets weary.  His eyes are full of strength.  He never tires of watching us.  His does not grow weary or discouraged in watching us.    
“Why do you say, O Jacob, And speak, O Israel:  “My way is hidden from the Lord, and my just claim is passed over by my God”?  Have you not known?  Have you not heard?  The everlasting God, the Lord, the Creator of the ends of the earth, neither faints nor is weary.”  (Isaiah 40:27-28)
F. Jesus can discern the thoughts of men and the heart posture of nations with perfect clarity.  His sight is so deep that nothing is hidden from Him.  He is capable of leading the nations because He sees everything and judges rightly.  He has all of the evidence before Him.  He does not need human trials and witnesses to bring forth truth.  He sees truth at the deepest level.  He cannot be manipulated.  His judgments are pure because He can perfectly see and measure justice rightly for every situation and every nation.  The fool says in his heart that God cannot see but He does see and He will measure things rightly.  His eyes are in every place to see and remember everything.  No conversation, good or bad, is hidden from the Lord.  
“He (the fool) has said in his heart, “God has forgotten (no consequence in this age or the next); He hides His face (God does not care about His people or about justice); He will never see (God is unable to see).”  (Psalm 10:11)
“The eyes of the Lord are in every place, keeping watch (evaluating and executing justice) on the evil and the good.”  (Proverbs 15:3)

Then those who feared the Lord spoke to one another, and the Lord listened and heard them; so a book of remembrance was written before Him for those who fear the Lord and who meditate on His name.  (Malachi 3:16)
“For nothing is secret that will not be revealed, nor anything hidden that will not be known and come to light.”  (Luke 8:17)
G. His evaluation is pure and gentle because He became one of us and knows our human frame.  Jesus can sympathize with us because He became one of us.  He was not a bystander or an observer but He was a participator.  He is gentle towards us in our weaknesses instead of being harsh, impatient and misunderstanding.  He knows our frames, our weakness, our propensities to be discourages, fearful and unfaithful.   

The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in mercy.  He will not always strive with us, nor will He keep His anger forever.  He has not dealt with us according to our sins, nor punished us according to our iniquities.  For as the heavens are high above the earth, so great is His mercy toward those who fear Him; as far as the east is from the west, so far has He removed our transgressions from us.  As a father pities his children, so the Lord pities those who fear Him.
For He knows our frame; He remembers that we are dust.  (Psalm 103:8-14)
VI.
FITLY SET - 
A. This refers to the way jewels were perfectly set in place.  They were held tightly in place but they were set at a perfect depth so that all of their beauty could be seen.  As our great High Priest, Jesus sacrificed Himself upon the cross, resurrected, ascended through the heavens and sat at the right hand of the Father.  He sees all things because He is the King, Judge and High Priest of all creation.   

B. He has been fitly set at the right hand of the Father.  The Holy Spirit rest upon Him as the seven eyes described in Revelation 5.  He has been given authority to evaluate all of creation because He is the Son of Man who shared in our humanity as our High Priest.  He is the judge of the earth and He will not be moved.  His gaze is fitly set in consistency, authority and strength.  His eyes are placed perfectly within Him so that He can see all things rightly.  He is fitly set on the throne because He will live forever and has an eternal priesthood.  Priests in the past would die and therefore their ministry was very short.  His position is set forever.  God the Father made an oath that He would be a priest forever in the order of Melchizedek.  The prophet Zechariah also receives the prophetic word that the Messiah would be a Priest on His throne.  
The Lord has sworn And will not relent, “You (Jesus) are a priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek.”  (Psalm 110:4)
“Behold, the Man whose name is the BRANCH!  From His place He shall branch out, and He shall build the temple of the Lord; Yes, He shall build the temple of the Lord.  He shall bear the glory, and shall sit and rule on His throne; so He shall be a priest on His throne, And the counsel of peace shall be between them both.”  

C. Jesus is King, Judge and High Priest.  He lived His life and died His death as a priestly ministry.  As a Priest, He also ascended into the heavenly temple and cleansed us to enter into the actual temple of God in heaven.  This same Priest is at the right hand of God the Father on a throne.  His throne is in the temple of God.  The book of Hebrews exalts Jesus’ priestly ministry over the Old Testament priesthood.  A major them in the book of Hebrews is the compassion and humanity of the One that now has authority over heaven and earth.  
D. The One who sits on the throne, sees everything and has authority to judge the earth is the One who became one of us and gave His life for us.  This is the heart of the One who watches us and judges all things.  He is not distant, harsh and unfair.  He came near to His people and fully displayed His heart in His life and death.
E.
He is fitly set on the throne because He fulfilled all the requirements of the Law.  His sitting down at the right hand of the throne of God proves:  

1.
That he is higher than all the high priests that ever existed.

2.
That the sacrifice which he offered for the sins of the world was sufficient, effectual, and accepted by God.

3.
That he has all power in the heavens and in the earth, and is able to save and defend to the uttermost all that come to God through him.

4.
That he did not, like the Jewish high priests, depart out of the holy of holies, after having offered the atonement; but remains there at the throne of God, as a continual priest on behalf of all the generations to come.  
“For the Father judges no one, but has committed all judgment to the Son…..For as the Father has life in Himself, so He has granted the Son to have life in Himself and has given Him authority to execute judgment also, because He is the Son of Man.  Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming in which all who are in the graves will hear His voice and come forth – those who have done good, to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil, to the resurrection of condemnation.”  (John 5:22-29)
E. Jesus declared the authority His Father had given Him to judge all of creation.  Jesus told the religious leaders of His day that He was the appointed Messiah.  This spoke of His exaltation to the right hand of the Father and His authority to administrate the unfolding of history.  

“Who being the brightness of His glory and the express image of His person, and upholding all things by the word of His power, when he had by Himself purged our sins, sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high.”  (Hebrews 1:3)  
G.
The book of Hebrews exalts Jesus as the God-Man who cleansed our sins and sat down in the highest place of authority.  This is the first reference in the book to His personality (mercy displayed on the cross) and authority (exaltation to the right hand of the Majesty).  The writer of Hebrews points to these two truths to strengthen the persecuted and suffering believers in that day.  These truths bring great comfort and strength to our hearts as the Holy Spirit reveals insight about them.  
“Inasmuch then as the children have partaken of flesh and blood, He Himself likewise shared in the same,

that through death He might destroy him who had the power of death, that is, the devil......For truly He did 
not take the nature of angels, but He took hold of the seed of Abraham.  Therefore in all things it behoved 
Him to be made like His brothers, that He might be a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to
 God, to make propitiation for the sins of His people.  For in that He Himself has suffered, being tempted, He 
is able to aid those who are tempted.”  (Hebrews 2:14-18 MKJV) 
H.
This King became one of us so that He could be a merciful High Priest and reconcile us back to God.  He chose to become a Man so that He could remove the hindrance of love between us and Him, called sin, death and the Devil.  Because of this we can have great courage that He desires to help us and that He has real power to deliver us from struggles.  

“And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are naked and open to the eyes of Him to whom we must give an account.  SEEING THEN that we have a great High Priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession.  For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with out weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are yet without sin.  Let us THEREFORE come boldly to the throne of grace that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  For every high priest taken from among men is appointed for men in things pertaining to God, that he may offer both gifts and sacrifices for sins.  He can have compassion on those who are ignorant and going astray, since he himself (Old Testament Priests) is also subject to weakness.”  (Hebrews 4:13-5:2)
“Also there were many priests because they were prevented by death from continuing.  BUT He, because He continues forever, has an unchangeable priesthood.  THEREFORE He is also able to save completely, or forever, those who come to God through Him, since He always lives (not prevented by death) to make intercession for them.”  (Hebrews 7:23-26)
I.
We are encouraged to hold our confession because we have a powerful and sympathetic King.  His throne is a place of grace (unmerited favor with power).  He will live forever and therefore He has all the power necessary to save us completely.  Death will not prevent Him from executing the fullness of His plans in our lives or on the earth.  This is the same One that beholds everything and the one to whom all must give an account.  
““For such a High Priest was fitting for us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and has become higher than the heavens.”  (Hebrews 7:26)
J.
No High Priest had every lived a sinless life.  He was a pure sacrifice.  No priest had ever ascended into the heavenly sanctuary
.  The sanctuary they ministered in was only a copy of the heavenly one.  Such a High Priest was necessary for our salvation.  
“For Christ has not entered the holy places made with hands, which are copies of the true, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God FOR us.”  (Hebrews 9:24)


K.
He appears in the very presence of God for us.  Jesus is for us.  
“Now this is the main point of the things we are saying:  We have such (quality) a High Priest, who is seated at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens.” (Hebrews 8:1)
L.
The main point of the book of Hebrews was to instill confidence in the personality and power of Jesus.  The book also speaks of the Heavenly Sanctuary and Heavenly City, which Jesus ascended into and will bring back to the earth under His leadership.  We have such a compassionate and powerful High Priest.  
“But this Man, after He had offered one sacrifice for sins forever, sat down at the right hand of God, from that time waiting till His enemies are made His footstool.”  (Hebrews 10:12-13)
M.
Jesus became a Man so that He could be a perfect sacrifice on our behalf.  The beauty and mystery of Jesus is that He is both God and Man.  His sacrifice was perfect and eternal because He was both God and Man.  God had to become a man in order to die on his behalf.  This Man had to be God so that He could live a sinless life and be a perfect sacrifice.  He had to be a Man to redeem back the authority God had given to Adam and all humanity before the fall.  

“Therefore brethren, having boldness (confidence) to enter the Holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way which He consecrated for us, through the veil, that is, His flesh, and having a High Priest over the house of God (temple).”  (Hebrews 10:19-21)
N.
The Old Covenant Priests only went into the Holy of Holies one time per year.  They were the only ones that could enter into that Holy Place.  Jesus made a new way for us into the Holy of Holies as often as we would like.  Because of Jesus, we can have confidence that we are accepted before God and enjoyed by God.  We can grow in both of these truths by looking at Jesus’ personality and power.  
What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things? 33 Who shall bring a charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is he who condemns? It is Christ who died, and furthermore is also risen, who is even at the right hand of God, who also makes intercession for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?  (Romans 8:31-35)
M.
The book of Revelation reveals the One sitting at the Father’s right hand as the One that Judges and unfolds human history.  He is all powerful, He sees everything from His throne and He establishes pure justice.  The Lamb is the One on the Throne.  It is Jesus as the Meek Lover.  This is the One who will judge and His people’s behalf.  
“And I looked, and behold, in the midst of the throne and of the four living creatures, and in the 

midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as though it had been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, 

which are the seven Spirits of God sent out into all the earth.  Then He came and took the scroll out 

of the right hand of Him who sat on the throne.”  (Revelation 5:6-7)
