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God’s Sovereignty and the Role of Prayer

I. introduction

A. God is building up a Prayer and Worship movement all over the earth.  
B. Prayer and Missions are coming together as one movement and praying Churches are arising out of the nations.  
C. God is restoring faith in prayer like the early Church had.  The Church in the books of Acts moved in prayer and power.  The Church was birthed out of prayer in Acts 2, 4, 5 and 7 and then directed through prayer in Acts 13.  The end time Church will function in greater prayer and power than the Church in the book of Acts.  The prayer and power will multiplied in power and it will be global in number.  The book of Acts was only a few hundred believers praying and moving in power but the end time church will include hundreds of millions world wide (Acts 2:17:21, John 14:12).  
D. There is a need for a right understanding of the Sovereignty of God and the role of prayer. Many do not understand the need for prayer because they have a wrong understanding of God’s sovereignty.  This wrong belief affects other areas of life as well.  
1. The results of a wrong view of God’s sovereignty include:  apathy, lack of power, lack of spiritual discernment, disunity and paralyzation in people’s spiritual lives.   

II. God’s design for partnership

A. God created the earth and creation for communion.

B. Adam was created in the image of God. God gave man the responsibility of taking dominion over all creation. Adam was given a role on the earth that God was not going to do for him. Adam was also given a Priestly role between God and creation. 
C. In God’s sovereignty, He has chosen to give authority to humans, specifically believers, to decide things and release change through partnering with Him in prayer.  God could do anything by Himself but in His creative design He has chosen to give responsibility to humans.  There are many things He will not do at all unless we ask Him to in prayer.  There are many things He will do in a small measure without us asking but if we would ask for more He would give more.  He with holds greater measures of His power until we ask for it. 
“Therefore the LORD will wait, that He may be gracious to you and therefore He will be exalted, that He may have mercy on you.  For the LORD is a God of justice:  Blessed are all those who wait for Him......He will be very gracious to you at the sound of your cry; when He hears it, He will answer you.”  (Isaiah 30:18)

D. He wants relationship.  We see the Lord’s design and desire very clearly in Isaiah 62 and Luke 18.  The Lord prophesies in Isaiah 62 that He is setting watchmen in Jerusalem.  The watchmen in the Old Testament often times refer to prophetic people or intercessors.  They are told to give God no rest until He establishes His plans for Jerusalem.  The phrase, “You who make mention of the Lord,” is another way of saying, “You who remind the Lord of His promises.”  They are charged to remind God of His promises day and night until He fulfills His word.  
“I have set watchmen (intercessors) on your walls, O Jerusalem; they shall never hold their peace day or night.  You who make mention of the Lord, do not keep silent, and give Him no rest till He establishes and till He makes Jerusalem a praise in the earth.”  (Isaiah 62:6-7)

“Then the Lord said, “Hear what the unjust judge said.  And shall God not avenge His own elect who cry out day and night to Him, though He bears long with them?”  (Luke 18:7) 

E. Why are they charged to remind God of His plans and promises?  God wants partnership with His people.  He connects their hearts to His as they remind Him of His promises day after day.  There is a renewing of their hearts as they speak His word back to Him in love and that’s what He wants.  He wants our hearts to be knit to His plans so that we care as much about them as He does.  God’s wisdom is to keep the heart of people open to Him as they speak His word back to Him.  God will establish intercessors in His sovereignty but He will not do their part for them.  
F. It is in reminding God of His word that our hearts receive revelation of His personality.  It is in this process that we get insight and detailed understanding of our specific roles.  God releases more understanding to us about certain topics as we contend for them in prayer.  The prophet Daniel received more and more revelation of God’s plans for Israel as He reminded God of His promises.  

G. In Daniel 9, the prophet is reading Jeremiah’s prophesies.  Daniel lived during a time of judgment against Israel and he himself was a captive in Babylon.  He comes across Jeremiah’s prophesy that Israel would be judged for 70 years.  Daniel realizes that it was getting close to being 70 years into the time of judgment and His first response was to remind God of the promise and to ask Him to fulfill it.   

H. God designed creation to be relational.  He wants us to ask Him for things. 

1. Jesus asks His Father – Psalm 2, John 14-17, Hebrews 2.  
2. New Testament Examples – Acts 2, 4, 13, James 4:2, Matt 7:7, Matt 9:38.

D.
We have been given authority in Christ – Matt 16:19, Eph 2:6, Matt 28:18-19.

III. Persistent prayer

A. Why Persistent prayer?

1. There are spiritual realities that are affected by prayer.  Ephesians 6 describes spiritual warfare as wrestling with principalities and powers in prayer.  A wrestling match is back and forth until the final victory.  Daniel 10 gives us insight into what Ephesians 6 looks like in the realm of angels and demons.  Daniel prayed and fasted for 21 days and on the last day an angel came to him with an answer to his prayers.  The angel took so long to get to Daniel because the demonic principality over Persia (Iran) was warring against him.  The angel was commissioned to go to Daniel because of his prayers.  Then the angel was strengthened to come to Daniel because of his persistent prayers.  
2. There are issues of timing and fullness.  Revelation 5:8 describes bowls in heaven that are filled with the prayers of the saints.  Incense in the Old Testament represented the prayers of the saints that went before the Ark of the Covenant in the tabernacle, which represented the throne of God.  God has perfect wisdom for when He answers prayer.  
3. God answers prayer based on hunger.  God responds to sincerity and hunger.  He wants people that are hungry and have faith to call upon His character day after day.  He chooses to give more to those that are hungry and persistent in His wisdom.  
4. We do not always know when our prayers will be answered.  In Joel’s day God was judging Israel (Joel 2:12-14).  Joel begins to prophesy to wake up the nation to reality and to give them the solution.  Joel calls on them to repent and to cry out in prayer and fasting so that God might relent from judgment and leave a blessing instead.  Many times God says He will relent from judgment if people turn to Him.  In this passage Joel says that He does not know if God will relent or if God will leave a blessing instead.    
10 yet because of his persistence he will rise and give him as many as he needs. For everyone who asks receives, (Luke 11:8, 10)

B.
Luke 11 – Going to friend. Friend gives because of persistence. Everyone who asks receives. 

IV. Earnest and effective prayer

A. It is not faith to think little prayer or no prayer will accomplish God’s will.  

1. Elijah’s example.  Elijah had to contend earnestly for God to do what He said He would do.  Elijah prayed earnestly for a long drought and he prayed years later for the drought to end.  Both times the Lord told him what He was doing but Elijah had to pray it into existence in the natural realm.  
The effective fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much.  Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed earnestly that it would not rain; and it did not rain on the land for three years and six months. And he prayed again, and the heavens gave rain, and the earth produced its fruit.  (James 5:16-18)

And Elijah went up…then he bowed down on the ground, and put his face between his knees, 43 and said to his servant, “Go up now, look toward the sea.” So he went up and looked, and said, “There is nothing.” And seven times he said, “Go again.”44 Then it came to pass the seventh time, that he said, “There is a cloud, as small as a man’s hand, rising out of the sea!”(1 Kings 18:42-44)

B. Elijah prayed God’s promise into being.  He knew the promise to be true so he got on his knees and started asking for the fulfillment of the promise.  It wasn’t until the 7th time that Elijah’s prayers saw fruit in the natural.  

V. God’s end-time prayer movement

A. The Lord is building up an End-time prayer and worship movement that will move in persevering prayer all over the globe.  The Church is the Bride of Christ and Partners with Jesus in His power and rule.  She will release His rule on the earth primarily through worship and prayer. 

7 And war broke out in heaven: Michael and his angels fought with the dragon; and the dragon and his angels fought 9 So the great dragon was cast out, that serpent of old, called the Devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was cast to the earth, and his angels were cast out with him. (Revelation 12:7-9)

B.
The Church will rise up into her full authority.  She will release war in the heavens through prayer and worship that will cast down every principality and Satan himself.  God will release His End-time strikes against the Antichrist through the prayers of the saints.  (Revelation 5:8, 8:3, 14:1-19, 15:1-8 Revelation 22:17).  

C.
Prayer is an eternal grace.  Prayer has existed forever between the Trinity.  Jesus created the universe through prayer and He will build a temple on the earth after His coming to continue prayer.  Jesus will use prayer to restore the earth and to establish His plans for all eternity (Zechariah 6, Isaiah 56:7, 60:7-13).  
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