SONG OF SONGS 5:11 – JESUS’ SERVANT LEADERSHIP AND DEDICATION                                                          - JEFF MOOTZ (6/22/12)
I.
INTRODUCTION

His head is like the finest gold; His locks are wavy, and black as a raven.  
A. Our hearts are strengthened when we grow in trusting God’s leadership over our lives and His leadership over the earth.  We trust His leadership as we grow in understanding His nature, motives, vision and ability.  
B. The human heart opens up to trust God when it feels:

1. His nature - His desire, goodness and meekness.
2. His motives - His desire to serve our eternal greatness and to rule with us.  

3. His vision - His plans to restore paradise on earth and intimate communion with people.   
4. His ability – His supreme authority, sovereign power and dedicated leadership.     
C. We can see each of these revealed throughout this verse and the others in chapter 5. 

II. HIS HEAD - JESUS’ SERVANT LEADERSHIP OVER THE UNIVERSE

“And Moses chose able men out of all Israel, and made them heads over the people, rulers of thousands, rulers of hundreds, rulers of fifties, and rulers of tens”. (Exodus 18:25)

“These were the renowned of the congregation, princes of the tribes of their fathers, heads of thousands in Israel.” (Numbers 1:16)
“But I would have you know, that the head of every man is Christ; and the head of the woman is the man; and the head of Christ is God.” (1 Corinthians 11:3)

“And He is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things He might have the preeminence.” (Colossians 1:18)

A. Head speaks of Jesus’ sovereign leadership and preeminence in authority.  Moses chose able men to delegate authority to and they served thousands, hundreds, fifties and tens.  He delegated authority to qualified leaders in order to govern the people rightly.  The leaders he chose had to serve the people in leadership by making decisions, giving vision, reinforcing values, correcting, encouraging, personalizing rules, coordinating efforts and keeping unity.  Jesus leads the universe in these areas.  He makes decisions, gives vision, reinforces values of the kingdom, corrects wrong things, encourages and coaches, gives personal application to individuals, coordinates efforts to achieve purposes and He keeps unity amongst believers.  Each leader was called a ‘head’ and was given authority over a certain number of people.  Each leader was under another leader’s authority.    

“And has put all things under his feet, and gave Him (Jesus) to be the head over all things to the church,” (Ephesians 1:22)
“And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.”  (Matthew 18)
“Yet, I (Father) have set My king (Jesus) on My holy hill of Zion.” (Psalm 2:6)
B. Jesus is the top authority and every leader is subject to Him. Jesus is the primary leader of the entire universe.  He is only subject to His Father.  His Father chose Him to be the primary leader of the universe before the foundation of the world.  It is the Father’s desire that Jesus be the head of all things.  It is the Father’s desire that Jesus be preeminent in every sphere of life.  
C. Jesus is the head of the church.  He is the leader of the human race.  More specifically, He is the head of the Church, which is His body.  He is the authority over the entire Church, those dead and those alive.  He has primary authority and responsibility to serve in government.  
D. The head is the place of thinking, analyzing, deciding, delegating, planning and coordinating.  Jesus is doing these things on His throne.  His mind is brilliant.  His mental capacity cannot be measured.  He is able to think, analyze, evaluate and decide things with perfect insight.  
“For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: and he is the savior of the body. Therefore, just as the Church is subject to Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in everything.  Husbands love your wives, just as Christ loved the Church and gave Himself for her.” (Ephesians 5:23-25)
E. Jesus leadership style is different from the world.  He leads from a servant posture.  Jesus is ministering to His body like a man does his own body.  He loves His body the same way He loves His own body.  Paul describes the role of headship as one of servant hood.  Paul describes the head as the one that nourishes, cares for, washes and serves the body.  Jesus lived sacrificially and died sacrificially in His role as the head of the Church.  
F. He serves the Church for her greatness.  He will be successful in His work.  There will be a pure and glorious Church at His 2nd coming.  Paul said that Jesus is working to present Himself a glorious bride.  He is working things in us individually and corporately, such as loving agreement in righteousness, desire, revelation and meekness.  Those things are great in the Lord’s sight.  
G. He strategizes about ways to increase our greatness in the next age and then delegates things in the spirit to bring it to pass.  He will make the Church glorious in meekness, love, revelation and righteousness before His coming.  That is His goal.  He serves the Church from His position as Head.  He loves her as He loves Himself.  Jesus desires our greatness and He works to achieve it.  

H. Jesus told His disciples how to grow in greatness.  He told them to be the greatest slaves and the greatest servants in this age so that they could be exalted in the next age.  Jesus told them that His manner of leadership was radically opposed to the heart values of earthly leaders.  Earthly leaders used their positions for their own benefit, comfort and honor.  Jesus used His leadership position to serve others.  He serves us as our leader.  He is meek and thinks highly of us.  
I. Jesus uses His position to serve us.  Jesus is our greatest servant.  He washed us from our sins in His own blood.  He continually encourages us, provides for us and serves us.  
J. He will be most glorified when we experience His heart to serve us.  He will be glorified and worshipped by every creature.  His literal glory and praise will fill the earth like it does in heaven.  All of creation will know Him and understand His worth.  He will be glorified when His creation experiences loving motives and meekness as a servant.  It is His goodness that causes us to glorify Him and to love Him.  
K. The fact that Jesus serves our greatness does not negate the fact that He will be glorified.  He will be glorified and praised when His servant heart is revealed to creation.  Such meekness and love will cause hearts to praise Him.  His servant heart will reveal His goodness.  The nations will be filled with thanksgiving.  
L. Jesus could have chosen to rule all of creation by Himself but it was in His heart to rule with a partner, His Bride.  Jesus desires that we rise up and rule with Him as servants.  That is His method of leadership.  He is uncreated, perfect in every way and deserving of all attention, yet in all of that He thinks about us and desires we be glorified.  We are weak and lowly but He thinks about us.  That is how great He is.  He has all authority but He wants to share it with us.  This is the Bridal paradigm of headship.  
“And whoever desires to be first among you, let him be your slave, just the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve (lay down comforts and rights for another), and to give His life as a ransom for many.” (Matt 20:27-28)

“Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself.  Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others.  Let this mind (serving other people’s interests in thought and deed, as if they were better than us) be in you which was also in Christ Jesus….” (Philippians 2:3-5)
M. He is meek.  He restrains His strengths to have fellowship with us and He uses His strengths to make us great like Him (meek, full of love, desire, revelation, pure).  He has all the resources in the visible and the invisible realms and He uses them for our benefit.  
N. He does nothing out of selfish ambition.  He values others in His thinking.  He did not come to seek His own interests but to serve the interests of others.  He valued people and their lives and thought highly of them.  He laid down His rights, His comforts and He thought of us on the cross.  He restrained everything to serve us in His life and death and He leads the same way on His throne right now.  
O. God is the greatest servant.  The One being with the highest position, the most power and purest heart serves you the most.  The highest in position in the universe is the meekest one in the universe.  The One who has the most insight into the depths of your heart, sinful and righteousness areas has the highest thoughts about you.  He thinks highly of you.  Jesus uses His position to out serve all of creation.  His power is revealed in the fact that He can restrain Himself for the sake of another.  
And not holding fast to the Head, from which all the body, nourished and knit together by joints and ligaments, grows with the increase that is from God.”  (Colossians 2:19)
“For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as the Lord does the Church.”  (Ephesians 5:29)
P. He nourishes His Church.  He releases His refreshing presence and He releases revelation to strengthen each person in their identity in Him.  He nourishes her with the milk and meat of the Word of God upon the heart.  He draws near to us in intimacy and heals our emotions.  He confronts the lies of the enemy that assault us.  
Q. Jesus coordinates the Church to save souls and to restore the earth in powerful ways right now.  The fullness of His plans will be manifested after His 2nd coming.  

“And you are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power” (Colossians 2:10)
“His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head were many crowns; and He had a name written, that no man knew, but Himself.” (Revelation 19:12)
R. Jesus is far above every angelic and demonic principality.  He is of a higher rank than the angelic order.  He was raised and seated at the right hand of the Father.  His throne is the highest thing in the universe.  Jesus has authority over the highest ranking angels and demons.  They are subject to Him.  He took authority through His life, death, resurrection and ascension.  He will come back to the earth with many crowns on His head and He will fully manifest His authority over creation.    
“And behold a great image, whose splendor was excellent, stood before you and its form was awesome.  This image’s head was of fine gold, its chest of and arms of silver, its belly and thighs of bronze….” (Daniel 2:31-32)
P. Jesus is the ruler of the kings of the earth.  Nebuchadnezzar had a dream where the image’s head was of fine gold.  This spoke of his position as the supreme king of the earth at that time.  Jesus is the supreme king of the earth now but He will not fully manifest His supremacy until His return.  Every king is subject to Jesus and His desires.  In the next age, kings will be in full agreement with the Lord and they will fully partner with Him to restore their nations.    

“And from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler over the kings of the earth.” (Revelation 1:5)

“To Him whom man despises, to Him whom the nation abhors, to the Servant of rulers: Kings shall see and arise, princes also shall worship.”  (Isaiah 49:7)
II.
THE FINEST GOLD - THE PURITY OF JESUS’ LEADERSHIP 
“More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than fine gold.” (Psalm 19:10)

“My fruit is better than gold, yes, than fine gold, and my revenue than choice silver.” (Proverbs 8:19)
A. Gold speaks of Jesus’ divinity, worth and purity.  
a. Finest gold is the purest and the most refined gold.  Fine gold was gold that had no impurities in it.  Finest gold was of the highest value.  Things were compared to fine gold to show their worth and purity.  Jesus’ leadership is the purest leadership and the most valuable leadership.  He is like pure gold.  There is no impurity in the Lord.  There is no one like the Lord.  He is beyond comparison.  
b. Jesus is the head of the Church as the Son of God and Son of Man.  He is fully Man and fully God in the incarnation.  Jesus is our Maker and Husband and He is uncreated.  The Eternal God desired loving partners from before creation and He made men and women in His image.  Jesus was more than a sinless man on the earth; He was God in the flesh.  He alone is able to lead the created order.  
c. The Messiah had to be both God and man in order to bear the sin of the world.  He was the mediator between God and man.  Jesus was an intercessor on behalf of both parties.  There has never been another being who was fully God and fully man.  He is completely distinct.  
d. The prophet Daniel saw the Messiah as divine in nature and coming on the clouds of heaven.  David saw the Lord sitting next to the Father in a vision, speaking of Jesus’ divinity.  Isaiah described the coming Messiah as, “Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father and Prince of Peace.”  The Old Testament prophets received glimpses of the divinity of the Messiah.  (Daniel 7, Psalm 110, Isaiah 9)
e. His wisdom is perfect.  Jesus is the greatest strategist to ever live.  He knows everything that is going to happen and He is able to solve every dilemma on the earth.  He has complete insight into every situation on the earth at all times.  He has had plans in His heart since before creation and He is bringing creation through history unto the fulfillment of His plans.  The book of Revelation reveals the last portion of God’s redemptive plan.  Jesus knows how to awaken love in millions of individuals in their own specific ways.  His end time plans will bring forth a fully mature love in the Church.  His wisdom is beautiful.    
f. Jesus is leading the nations in very precise ways to accomplish His plans of restoration.  Everything in heaven and on the earth is moving towards the Day of His coming.  He is very active right now in His leadership and He has every resource to accomplish His plans.   
g. He will bring the heavenly realm and earthly realm together under His leadership and He will establish justice all over the earth.  Every sphere of society and every sphere of creation will be cleansed from thousands of years of corruption.  He will remove every weapon from the earth.  He will remove every demonic spirit.  He will renew the relationship between animals and humans.  Jesus will restore the created order under His leadership after His 2nd coming.  He has the wisdom and power to accomplish His plans.  
h. Jesus is divine.  He is all knowing, all seeing and all powerful.  He has divine ability to establish all that is in His heart.  He knows every thought of every person ever created.  Jesus sees every level of thought, word and deed and He alone can decide rightly.  He judges things perfectly.  His discernment is perfect.  He cannot be deceived.  
B. He is worthy.  
a. He is worthy to rule the nations.  In Revelation 5, John saw the title deed of the earth and only One Man was found worthy to take authority over it.  John wept at first because nobody was found worthy.  Jesus is worthy.  He is the only Man that could be trusted to bring history to its fullness.  No man has the power, wisdom and purity to rule the created order, but the God-Man does.  He can be trusted in His power, wisdom and purity. 
b. All of heaven sees the worth and value of Jesus.  The common song in heaven, as revealed in the book of Revelation, is about the worth of the Lamb.  He is the most precious being in the universe.  His worth cannot be measured.  He deserves every heart in love, every song in worship, every manner of resource and every thought.  All the nations will see His worth and give Him what He deserves.  
C. His leadership is pure.  He is like the most pure gold.    
a. He was a pure and spotless lamb who lived a perfect life.  He learned obedience through suffering.  He was refined in the fire of sufferings in His life as a Man.  He was perfect from eternity past and in His life as a Man. He suffered in a human frame and learned obedience and perfection in that way.  He was fully refined in meekness, mercy, wisdom, discernment, selflessness and servant hood, even to the point of death.  
b. He has a pure heart.  His leadership is free from sin.  His heart is free from any impurity.  We can trust Him because His nature is pure and His motives are pure.  There is no measure of selfishness in Him.  There is no trace of arrogance in Him.  His motives are more pure than we can fully comprehend.  Jesus can execute perfect justice without any sin in His heart.  
c. He is free from every trace of the fear of man’s opinions or man’s praise.  He cannot be manipulated by men or women.  He is full of integrity.  Jesus will have all of the financial resources of the earth and He will not be corrupted by it.  He does not have any needs or insecurities in His heart that could sway Him. He will not do or say anything out of insecurity or need.  We can trust His motives and His power.  He is the most giving leader in history.  Jesus is the most generous leader in all of history.  He will govern for His own gain.  He will not give way to any person that would allow oppression and selfishness to come forth.  
d. He is not partial.  Jesus is free from wrong thinking or evaluation based on outward appearance.  He does not judge based on finances or looks or status in any realm.  Jesus acts the same towards the rich and the poor.  His evaluation cannot be manipulated.  
III. JESUS’ DEDICATION TO HIS FATHER AND HIS BRIDE - ZEAL TO ACCOMPLISH HIS PLANS
“His locks are wavy, and black as a raven.” (Song 5:11)
A. Jesus’ black hair symbolizes His dedication and youthful energy to walk out His plans.  Locks represent dedication while black and wavy represent youthfulness.  
B. Locks are long hair.  Long hair for men was connected to the Nazarite vow in the Old Testament.  The Nazarite vow spoke of dedication and consecration to God and His purposes.  Those that took the Nazarite vow separated themselves from ordinary life and committed their time and vision to the purposes of God.  They had very practical ways of separating themselves in order to serve the Lord fully.  

“Speak to the children of Israel, and say to them, “When either a man or a woman consecrates an offering to take the vow of a Nazarite, to separate himself to the Lord, he shall separate himself from wine and similar drink………..all the days of the vow of his separation no razor shall come upon his head; until the days are fulfilled for which he separated himself to the Lord, shall be holy.  Then he shall let the locks of the hair of his head grow.” (Numbers 6:2, 5)

“For behold, you shall conceive and bear a son (Sampson).  And no razor shall come upon his head, for the child shall be a Nazarite to God from the womb; and he shall begin to deliver Israel out o the hand of the Philistines.”  (Judges 13:5)
C. Sampson was known for his long hair and the anointing of God that rested on him for supernatural strength.  The anointing was connected to his consecration.  Sampson had supernatural strength from God but the anointing left him when his hair was cut off.  His hair symbolized consecration.  The anointing is stewarded by the consecrated heart.  
D. An Angel of the Lord appeared to Sampson’s mother and told her Sampson would be a Nazarite all of his life and that even she was to enter into some of the Nazarite consecrations while pregnant.  Sampson had a deliverance calling upon his life and he needed to be consecrated to God to be a deliverer.  

E. John the Baptist is the only other person in scripture that received prophetic words about the Nazarite calling.  John had a deliverance calling as well.  

“For he will be great in the sight of the Lord and shall drink neither wine nor strong drink.  He will also be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother’s womb.” (Luke 1:15)
F. Song of Songs describes the beloved Messiah of Israel.  The Bride is describing the Messianic deliverer.  It was prophesied that Jesus would be a deliverer.  He would be the promised seed of Eve that would crush the head of the enemy.  He was anointed to heal and deliver all those oppressed by the Devil.  He came to destroy the works of the Devil in every form and He came to deliver creation from sin, death and Satan.  Jesus is the mighty deliverer.  Jesus would be anointed with the Holy Spirit beyond measure.  
“The Spirit of the Lord God is upon Me (Jesus), because the Lord has anointed Me to preach good tidings to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives and the opening of the prison of the prison to those who are bound.”  (Isaiah 61: 1)

“There shall come forth a Rod from the stem of Jesse (Davidic Line) and a Branch shall grow out of his roots.  The Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon Him (Jesus)…”  (Isaiah 11:1-2)

“And I looked and behold, in the midst of the throne and of the four living creatures, and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as though it had been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent out into all the earth.”  (Revelation 5:6)
G. He was sent to deliver creation from sin, death and Satan.  It was prophesied that the Messiah would be divine and anointed with the Spirit of the Lord.  Jesus is revealed in the book of Revelation as having the 7 – fold Spirit of God upon Him to deliver the nations from darkness.    

H. Jesus lived a life of consecration to His Father. He bore the stigma of being separated from others in His consecration and He embraced zeal for His Father’s house.  He was consumed in His heart for His Father’s desires to be manifest on the earth.  He was zealous for His Father’s house of prayer to be established once again so that intimacy with God would be restored.  The desire consumed Him.  Jesus bore a reproach in His own family because of His consecration to God and His own desire to see His Father’s desires manifest.  
“Because for Your sake I have borne reproach; shame has covered my face.  I have become a stranger to my brothers, and an alien to my mother’s children; because zeal or Your house has eaten me up, and the reproaches of those who reproach You have fallen on me.” (Psalm 69:7-9)

“When He had made a whip of cords, He drove them all out of the temple, with the sheep and the oxen, and poured out the changers’ money and overturned the tables.  And He said to those who sold doves, “Take these things away!  Do not make My Father’s house a house of merchandise! Then His disciples remembered that it was written (Psalm 69), “Zeal for Your house has eaten me up.” (John 2:15-17)
I.   Jesus was consumed with the mission that His Father gave Him.  He had real emotional energy behind His ministry on the earth.  He longed to bring forth what was on His Father’s heart.  Jesus cared deeply about this.  He was consumed with restoring intimacy between God and His people.  

J. Jesus is committed to His Father and His plans.  Jesus was strengthened by doing the will of the Father.  King David is the picture of commitment to the plans of God.  David made a vow to the Lord in Psalm 132 that he would give no sleep to his eyes until God had a resting place on the earth.  David gave his physical energy and resources to fulfill the desires of God in his generation.  He did not retire before his death but labored to prepare the way for Solomon, his son, to finish God’s work.  
K. David gave billions of dollars to see prayer and worship established in the temple.  He gave108 billion dollars in gold and then gave much more in silver and bronze.  He also gave iron but it was too abundant to count.  David was consumed with zeal for God’s house.  David shared in Jesus’ zeal for His Father’s house and expressed it in Psalm 69.  Jesus’ zeal is much greater than David’s was.  
“Indeed I have taken much trouble to prepare for the house of the Lord one hundred thousand talents of gold and one million talents of silver, and bronze and iron beyond measure, for it is so abundant.” (1 Chronicles 22:14)
L. Jesus is committed to His Bride the Church.  He was so committed to His Bride, the Church, that He came into the human frame, lived 30 years, resisted the greatest levels of demonic assault, laid down His very life for her and then made a way for her to sit with Him on His throne.  He is committed to His Bride.  He has real emotions about this topic.  It is burning on His heart.  Jesus established a new covenant when He died on the cross.  It was a marriage covenant.  Anybody who would say yes to Him could enter into covenant with Him.  He is absolutely committed to this covenant with every individual and every nation.  Jesus is very committed to His bride.  Nothing can separate us from the love of Christ because of His commitment and covenant.  He is committed to bring you forth in love.   
M. Isaiah 42 reveals something about the Lord’s burning passion.  He is not passive about bringing His plans to pass.  He will come like a warrior in His zeal.  It is His zeal that will bring things to pass.  
“Of the increase of His government and peace there will be no end…………the zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this.” (Isaiah 9:7)
IV.
BLACK AND WAVY LOCKS – JESUS’ YOUTHFUL STRENGTH AND VISION
N. Black and wavy hair symbolized youthfulness.  Ravens were black birds.  The hair was not gray and straight like an older man’s hair.  It was the hair of a young man.  A young Nazarite was dedicated, courageous, determined, strong, fresh in vision, fresh in desire and fresh in energy to perform his vow to the Lord.  Jesus has all of these characteristics in His leadership.  His dedication is matched by His youthful energy and desire.  
1. Dedicated: Jesus is committed to following through with His mission.  He is faithful to fully walk out and fulfill what He started.  
2. Determined:  Jesus has divine determination.  He cannot be deterred or distracted from His purposes.  He is intensely focused upon bringing heaven and earth together in Himself and restoring all things.  He is very focused and determined to finish what He started.  Jesus has been moving things towards the end of the age since before the creation of the world.  He has been leading perfectly for over 6 thousand years and He is no less determined than He was in the beginning.  
People typically lose focus and determination as they grow older but Jesus remains the same.  He is still working out plan A.  He does not have a plan B.  Jesus will still have another 1,000 to labor on the earth after His coming.  There is much work to do before His coming and after His coming but He is committed and determined to restore all things.  All the nations hate Jesus right now but He is determined that they all love Him.  Jesus is the most relentless Man in all of History.  He relentlessly pursues what He wants.  He has committed Himself through covenant.  
3. Courageous:  He is filled with expectancy and confidence in His ability to bring His plans to pass.  There is no doubt, wavering, or fear in His heart.  Jesus is like Joshua taking the Promises Land.  He is like a valiant warrior leading the charge to victory.  Jesus has never been discouraged by the culture of the earth.  He will not be discouraged until He fully establishes justice on the earth.  Jesus is not discouraged by the sin of man, injustice in the nations, the power of Satan or the weakness of the Church in history.  He is very confident in His plans and His ability to use weak and broken people in the process.    
4. Strong:  Jesus never grows tired.  He has a brand new resurrected body.  He has the eternal life of God flowing through Him.  Jesus is physically able to bear the load of leadership.  His mind is able to plan, process, evaluate and never get tired.  Jesus is vibrant all of the time.  His energy is uncreated.  
5. Fresh Vision:  The end of all things is as clear in His heart as it was at creation.  Jesus can see the wedding supper of the Lamb and the Bride as clear as He could when He made Eve out of Adam in the Garden of Eden.  There is no gap in His heart between Revelation 22 and Genesis 1-3.  Jesus is the greatest visionary.  He has prophesied the vision of the kingdom
6. Fresh Desire:  Jesus’ desire for God and man to dwell together in paradise never wanes.  His emotional energy and desire never wanes.  His heart is always on fire with desire.  His emotions do not grow weary throughout the day or throughout the years.  His desire is very consistent.  The same longing that was in Him to create mankind in His image is still in Him.  The same desire He had in John 17:24 for His people to dwell with Him and behold His glory is still within in His heart.  
His mercies are new every morning but so are His desires.  His affections overflow from His heart.  He has the emotional capacity to bear all the spiritual adulteries of the nations, people’s rejection and injustices and still move forward.  He is always motivated.  There is always a strong current of desire moving through His heart.  It never wanes, it never slows down and it never slows down.  
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