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THE LONGING HEART OF GOD – Genesis 1
I. Viewing ourselves as the bride of Christ

A. Scripture reveals our different relationships in relating to the Trinity.  We relate to the Father as our Father, to Jesus as our BrideGroom and to the Spirit as our Helper.  There are others but these are three main identities.

1. We relate to Jesus as our Husband.  We made a marriage covenant with Him the day of our salvation. (Ephesians 5:35-32, 1 Cor 6:17-20, Matt 9:15, Rev 19)  

4 Therefore, my brethren, you also have become dead to the law through the body of Christ, that you may be married to another—to Him who was raised from the dead, that we should bear fruit to God.  (Romans 7:4)

2 For I am jealous for you with godly jealousy. For I have betrothed you to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ. (2 Corinthians 11:2)
2. The Church is coming into her identity as a Bride like never before in history.  The global Church will walk in Bridal Identity the years before the 2nd coming of Jesus. The Holy Spirit is highlighting this identity and giving the Church revelation because the Church will need to be fueled with intimacy and fascination in the Bridegroom Jesus.  
7 Let us be glad and rejoice and give Him glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and His wife has made herself ready.”(Revelation 19:7)
3. The End-time Prayer Movement will be a lovesick Bride crying out for Jesus’ return.

17 And the Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” (Revelation 22:17)

5 For as a young man marries a virgin, So shall your sons marry you; And as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, So shall your God rejoice over you. 6I have set watchmen (intercessors) on your walls, O Jerusalem; They shall never hold their peace day or night. You who make mention of the LORD, do not keep silent  (Isaiah 62:5-6)
4. The Father has prepared a Bride for His Son Jesus.  He has arranged a marriage for His Son and it is the Day of Gladness for Jesus.  God the Father chose to make His Son a bride from before the foundation of the earth.  He desires a family and an intimate partner for Jesus.  The Father has real affections His Son and real desire for His partner.  
5. We must think rightly about God so that our hearts can love Him wholeheartedly.  The bridegroom revelation of God will awaken love and produce sacrifice unlike any other revelation.  In order to view God rightly, we must understand His motivation for creating us in the first place.  This foundation is what every negative or positive view of God is built upon.  There are glorious riches to be found within this meditation that can awaken our hearts in love.  

1 And Jesus answered and spoke to them again by parables and said: 2 “The kingdom of heaven is like a certain king who arranged a marriage for his son, 3 and sent out his servants to call those who were invited to the wedding (Mattew 22:1-3)

On the day of his wedding, The day of the gladness of his heart. (Song of Solomon 3:11)

II. THE ETERNAL LOVE OF GOD WITHIN THE TRINITY

A. The Trinity flowed in unimaginable love and passion for all eternity before creation.  They were filled with delight within themselves and within each other.  (Psalm 36, Gal 5:16, Psalm 45).  God contains the fullness of happiness, joy, emotional delight and expresses them in laughing, dancing, singing, smiles, glory and meekness.  The Trinity has the fullness of relationship for all eternity before creation.  There was no glimpse of insecurity, reservation, selfishness, bitterness, dissatisfaction nor lack of emotional energy.  They were all filled with the fullness of life all the time and they related to each other from those places.  They did not need each other to satisfy each other like we do.  They had inner wells of pleasures and they had enormous capacities within themselves to feel love and pleasure and joy.  Also, there was no sickness, mourning, death or anything wrong in the environment.  Imagine yourself and your friends on your best days of joy and relationship.  This would not compare to what they experienced in pleasures for all eternity.  
B. Yet God still created the Heavens, the earth and mankind.  He was filled with the fullness of life more than we can imagine yet He still wanted something.  We must ask why He created us if He was so happy and overflowing within Himself.  Why did God create?  As we consider this question we must remember portray our humanity upon Him in every way.  He was not lacking in any way when He desired to create.  There was not even a hint of dissatisfaction within Him when He desired to love on humanity.  
1. God reveals Himself as a longing God in the fact that He created at all.  He did not create out of some kind of need within Himself.  He created out of Pure Desire.  Who knows the endless boundaries of the emotions of God?  No man can know God’s capacity to feel.  Creation was always in the heart of God but in a moment He manifested His desire.  There was a desire in His heart that motivated Him to create beings that could fully relate to Him and touch His heart.  
2. God was rejoicing and singing and dancing violently/passionately for all eternity.  We must strongly resist the lie that He is passive. Our view of God before creation will greatly affect the way we relate to Him now.  He was not passive or angry or lacking in anyway.  God was passionate before creation and His desire is evident by His decision and design in creating.  If we view God has being passive and lacking before creation, we will assume that He is the same today in our interactions with Him and in His plans to redeem the earth.  If He was passionate at creation, then He was passionate on the cross, is currently working passionately and will come back with the fire of desire in His eyes to have the ones He loves.  There is no middle ground.  Every heart views God has distant, passive and lacking until slowly renewed by truth to see what He is really like.  
34 For jealousy is a husband’s fury; Therefore he will not spare in the day of vengeance. (Prov 6:34)

30 Then I (Jesus) was beside Him (Father)  as a master craftsman; And I was daily His delight, Rejoicing always before Him, 31 Rejoicing in His inhabited world, And my (Jesus’) delight was with the sons of men. (Proverbs 8:30-31)
a. Prov 6:34-35, Prov 8:30-32, Isa 63, Passion of the Cross.  

III. THE LONGING heart of the BRIDEGROOM GOD

1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. (Genesis 1:1)

A. Genesis 1:1 – This verse is taken for granted by many of us.  Before the beginning was God.  There was a time when creation did not exist and the longings of God were flowing through His heart in anticipation.  Creation came forth from a desire for something.  How does desire feel in your own heart?  It moves your entire being.  It directs your thoughts, emotions, choices.  Desire is consuming and igniting.  Anticipation for a desired thing can be overwhelming at times.  What was God’s desire like for all eternity before He created?  What was the Trinity doing for all eternity before creation?  
B. Genesis 1:3 – There were explosions of excitement within the Trinity and then Jesus shouted out, “Let there be light!!”  The Trinity paused and looked and S\saw that it was good (brought pleasure to His heart). A holy hush.  (Colossians 1:16, Hebrews 1:2).  He spoke from the overflow of His heart. Jesus spoke forth the very desire of His heart.  In a moment there was the beginnings of the known universe.  Desire birthed millions of galaxies from the heart of God.  With a few words billions of stars and planets were charged with immeasurable energy.  The fire of the suns we can observe came from the fire in His heart.  
C. In the Genesis account we see a build up of anticipation over the 7 days.  Each day Jesus brought in another piece of the beautiful landscape of communion with animals and plants and elements of nature.  Each day was a build up to the 6th day.  The 6th day would be the creation of His Bride.  The most important creation was on pause for 6 days.  Jesus was creating a context to commune with humans with all of His heart.  

D. His Bride had always been in His heart but had never been in actual existence. Each day Jesus created a new dimension of creation in His wisdom (Ps. 104:24).  Creation was coming together as a place of Communion between God and Man.  God had been fully pleased within Himself and the Trinity but humanity was on the heart of God at the same time, which is a mystery.  There was a longing in His heart to love humans and to receive their love.  There was a glad desire to love on another.  
1. What was God feeling on the 5th night?  In real time and real space God was feeling something.  Do you know a longing God or is the god you believe in stagnant, boring, apathetic and mad?  There were deep emotions within Him.  He was working through the plan of His heart for 5 days and now the 6th day was coming, the culmination of all His works.  
E. Genesis 1:26 - Jesus created Adam on the 6th day.  In my opinion this was a long and joyful       declaration within the Trinity.  Jesus declared to the Father and Spirit and they declared it back to Him that now was the time to make the image bearers.  Now was the time to create the ones that would be loved by God and would love God with all of their hearts.  Now was the time to form the ones that could commune with the Eternal God.  You were made BY Jesus FOR Jesus.  
F. In a moment Adam was formed from the hands of the Creator.  He was not created by a word from God but by the hands of God and God’s breath filled Him.  In one second Adam went from being a piece of dirt to being fully alive with thoughts and emotions and desires for God.  In an instant He observed all things for the first time.  Where was God when Adam first opened his eyes?  Jesus formed Him so was Jesus standing right there?  What would Jesus have said after 5 days of anticipation and an eternity of desire?  What was the expression on His face and what was Adam’s first impression or emotion related to seeing Jesus?  
“Let Us make man in our image.” 
1. He fashioned our bodies and personalities.  He was intricate and wise in designing us.  He placed desires within us for Him in love that would draw us to Him.  He gave us the capacity to feel Him in the deep places and He gave us the right to withhold our love from Him.  (Psalm 139, Psalm 33:15)

2. You have God given longings for God because He placed them in you.  He put them in you to draw you to Himself and to find satisfaction when you touch Him.  
3. He made you for companionship with Himself forever.  The immortal God is touched by mortal man’s response of love.  You affect God’s heart.  You will touch God’s heart and He will touch your heart forever.  This is the purpose of existence.   

IV. OUR RESPONSE

A. Restoration of the 1st Commandment in each area of our lives.  His Passionate Love demands a radical response of love from usRevelation of His Passion for us will fill us with passion for Him.  

1. Seek the Face of Jesus (Colossians 2:3-4) in meditation and prayer.  Set your heart on the truths of His heart as a bridegroom God of desire and longing.  
2. Meditate on Jesus’ passion for you for hours a week. Passion for Jesus will always be awakened when we feel His passion for us. (1 John 4:19)    

3. Wholehearted obedience in love (John 14:21, John 15:10, 1 John 5:3).  
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