SEARCHING OUT THE DIVINE TREASURE - PROVERBS 2                                                                                    -JEFF MOOTZ
“My son, if you receive my words And treasure my commands within you So that you incline your ear to wisdom and apply your heart to understanding Yes, if you cry out for discernment and lift up your voice for understanding If you seek her as silver, and search for her as for hidden treasure Then you will understand the fear of the Lord And find the knowledge of God.”  Proverbs 2:1-5
I.
THE PROMISE OF FINDING THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD


A.
Jesus is renewing a passion in the earth for the knowledge of God that the Apostles

Had in their generation.  He is producing a hunger in the Church worldwide for intimacy with 

Him that will surpass every other desire and false pleasure.  He is our great pursuit.  Christianity

Will once again be about experiencing a real Person.  His name is Jesus and He is fully God and 

Fully Man.  

B.
Jesus will bring His Church into the fullness of obedience and glory through the releasing 

of the knowledge of God.  He will have a shining Church who is uncompromising in her pursuit of God and moves in new realms of spiritual power as a light to unbelievers.  He is calling us to 

be burning and shining lamps who declare the heart of God with great clarity and power.  


D.
Every human longs for the experiential knowledge of the Creator.  Every day there is a

longing in each one of us to experience the very heart and nature of God in real experiential 

ways.  That is longing is fulfilled in God or numbed in some way everyday.  


E.
We were made for encounter with God.  Humans were made in the “image of God,” in that

we were made with the capacity to relate to God.  Genesis says that Jesus spoke and all of natural order was created.  But He came down and was intimate when He created humans.  Jesus came and formed man from the dust.  Literally it means to, “Squeeze or mold into shape.”  Jesus was greatly anticipating the 6th day and the creation of His Bride (Ephesians 5:32).  

F
The knowledge of God is the revealing of the heart (thoughts, emotions, character) of God to a 

Believer by the Person of the Holy Spirit.  He primarily does this by touching us with truths 

From the Word of God.  

“But God has revealed them (heart of God ) to us by the Spirit, for the Spirit searches ALL things, yes, The DEEP things of God.”  1 Corinthians 2:10-12
E. The Spirit desires to reveals God’s heart to the human heart.  He will reveal more and more to us throughout all of eternity.  He will teach us more if we dialogue with Him more over the Word of God.    



“The Spirit of Truth will guide (escort/lead/teach  ) you into ALL truths.” John 16:13

“This is eternal life, that they may know (experiencial knowledge) the one true God and Jesus Christ…” John 17:3

II.
PROVERBS 2 – GUIDE TO FINDING THE TREASURES OF GOD

A.
If you receive my Word 

1.There are conditions to God’s promises that hinge upon your response.  People receive differing levels of encounters with the knowledge of God because of their personal responses to God.  We need to set our hearts to walk in loving obedience.  To receive His words means to obey them instead of passively neglecting them or knowingly refusing them.  

2. We will not grow in revelation if we grieve or quench the Spirit (Ephesians 4:30, 1 Thessalonians 5:19).  To grieve means to mourn or hurt by disagreeing with the Spirit.  This can be done passively as we neglect to search God’s Word for His heart and neglect to prayerfully consider His ways.
3. All of our energy, time, money, thoughts, attitudes, friendships and plans are under His leadership.  To be radical in the smallness of these areas really touches His heart and will touch our hearts.  


B.
And treasure My commands within you



“He that has My commands and keeps them (obeys) loves Me…..and I will 

manifest  (reveal) Myself To him.”  John 14:21

1. 
We treasure God’s commands by meditating on His Word.  Commands, statutes, 

Precepts and testimonies are other ways of referring to God’s Word.  We treasure His Word by filling our minds with His Word.  

2.
Treasuring means worth, value, time, response, energy, focus and priority.  

3,
We dialogue with the Spirit as a person and we have conversation with Him as we meditate On the Scriptures.  It is not enough to study the Word, we must give our hearts to God And receive from Him as we read it.  God has given us “conversational material” for our Prayer life in the Scriptures.  

4,
Pause often and ask the Spirit for insight into the words and phrases you are reading.  

5
Give value to His commands as if they were a prize, treasure or expensive gift.  Give honor and heed the commands.  Value them as a great asset.  Search the deepest intentions of His heart in each command.  

6.
Jesus wants unity with us in the deepest places of our hearts.  This is what He meant by the “whoever teaches and does the least of these commandments,” Matthew 5:19.  He cares that we wrestle with the smallest intentions and implications of each command and He cares that we become transformed in those areas.  A husband desires his wife agree with him in conviction and values because they reflect his heart and nature, the core of who he is.  Jesus desires we agree with, or align our hearts with His nature as displayed in His commandments.  

7.
It takes real time, energy, discussion and prayer to find the smallest intentions of His commandments in these areas of our lives.  The wrestle produces clarity, conviction and confidence that we are walking in unity with Him.  

8
Ask, “What is loving obedience with my tithing amount, my evenings, my weekends, my free-time, my conversations, my daily thought life, my attitudes, my faithfulness to speak truth concerning who You are?  

9
Our mind is your inner life.   The majority of your life is on the inside of you in your 



mind.  We are transformed as we renew our minds with truth from the scriptures.  Our



minds are doorways by which the Spirit encounters our emotions and transforms us.  You will 



be transformed by whatever fills your mind, positive or negative.  

C. So that you incline your ear to wisdom and apply your heart to understanding
1.
If you will come with fresh expectation for new understandings you will receive more.  It takes humility to learn over and over again from the scriptures or from various people.  The posture of the heart must be humility and child like faith for new things or same convictions.  

1. We must have fresh dialogue with the Holy Spirit about passages.  He will teach us if we have a teachable spirit.  We must have an attitude that expects new encounters with the old truths and fresh conviction with old truths.  

D. Yes, if you cry out for discernment and lift up your voice for understanding

1. 
We must ask for more revelation of God.  Ask in your prayer times and in your study times.

“God release understanding of Your heart.  Give me living understanding of these truths that I am reading.”   

“I pray……that the Father of glory give to you….revelation in the knowledge of Him.”

Ephesians 1:17-19
2.
Jesus said to “Ask…Seek…Knock.”  We must ask Him for things for Him to give us things.  We 



Must seek out things through study and asking questions.  There is a place of knocking on the 


Door of revelation with persistence until God opens the door.  God has many room of 


Understanding that He wants to reveal to us.  There are many doors He wants to open throughout


Our lives.  

“Ask and it will be given, seek and you shall find, knock and it will be opened to you.”

Matthew 7:7
E. If you seek her as silver, and search for her as for hidden treasure
1.
We are to be diligent in our pursuit of God and to pay any price in seeking for more of God.  

We must spend long hours in our search for God.  There is a deep correlation between the amount of time we spend in the Word and the measure of encounter we have with Jesus.  

1. We must see Him as a treasure.  Jesus spoke to the woman in John 4 and said that she would 

Have asked for more from Him if she knew Who He was and what He was like.  It is hard to search God out many times because we don’t enjoy Him.  He is the most enjoyable being in the universe.  It is our own lack of understanding His heart that causes us to neglect prayer.  Many say they love God but they can’t give long hours to prayer because they unconsciously view God as boring, absent, mad and sad.  

3.
We must cultivate a life of prayer over time.  Nobody automatically loves prayer.  We all experience the same resistance.  Every believer has to go against a current when they first begin something in the spirit.  But after some time the current shifts and begins to take you in the direction that you have been wanting to go in.  This current is called the grace of God.  It is like swimming against the tide of the ocean and then having the tide take you out into the ocean.  

4.
Jesus is our greatest treasure, but is “hidden” until we seek for more of Him with all our 

Heart.  The Spirit will escort us into the divine treasury of the magnificence and beauty of Jesus.  

5.
We must spend long hours in search for God in prayer, study, meditation, fasting and 

Dialogue with other believers.  There will be great prices to pray for this search.  If you look for a treasure, you forsake giving energy to other things.  Nothing else fills the mind like the search for a treasure.  

1. Costs to your social life.

2. Costs to your reputation.

3. Costs to your time.  

4. Costs to your entertainment, rest and comfort.    
“The kingdom of heaven suffers (allows/permits) violence and the violent take it by 

Force.”  Matthew 11:12

“Since that time the kingdom of God has been preached and everyone is pressing into it.”

Luke 16:16

“but one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching (stretching) forward…….I press (pursue)  toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God...”

Philippians 3:13-14.  

“Attaining to all the riches of Christ, IN WHOM are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and understanding.”   Colossians 2:2-3.  
“….the unsearchable riches of Christ…”  Ephesians 3:8,9

“His greatness is unsearchable (beyond understanding) Psalm 145:3
5.
Other tools:

a. Have a vision and schedule for a life of prayer, fast, pray in Tongues.

i. Give prayer life priority over social life and entertainment.

ii. Early Church fasted 2 days a week.  I recommend 1-2 days a week when possible.

iii.  Praying in Tongues aligns your thoughts and emotions under the influence of the Spirit.  We “speak deep things with our spirits” and we receive deep things of God throughout the day.  I recommend scheduling 30minutes-1 hour
