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Living in the Last Generation
I. Introduction 

A. We are going to be going over a couple passages in Scripture that speak of the signs of the times that we are living in, and the need of this hour for people to be prepared to live in the last generation. Seeing the end times passages in Scripture should produce urgency in us as well as a response 
B. If we are believers we want to be in agreement with Jesus. If the Bible says He will one day return, then gives us hints and clearly laid out points within the Scriptures, we do well to listen and respond accordingly to His words. 
C. SCENARIO: Imagine that it was the year 2000. 
· Imagine that sovereignly God had prophesied in a book about Hurricane Katrina that would come from the Atlantic and bring powerful storms all throughout Florida, Mississippi and even bring great destruction by flooding New Orleans. 
· You would probably run to get the book from a bookstore, and begin reading it wouldn’t you? 
· Alarmed, you would realize you were right on the coast of Mississippi and you had relatives in the city of New Orleans and you had to do something about this.
·  In the book, God gave a few more details about the season right before there would be great destruction to all those states, but you didn’t know exactly how many years until this happened. 
· Years go on as you study the book and you get more insight into where it will happen and what will occur before and after. You want to be prepared! 
· Around the year 2005, Hurricane season was coming around again and everyone thought that New Orleans was invincible. As you told people about this it brought a lot of flak your way, mostly hatred by people surrounding you. 
· So when the signs become clear, you begin proclaiming the knowledge of God, and your family escapes the surrounding disaster area as well as anyone who will listen to you. You see salvations right and left as everything in the book came to pass exactly. 
· Not only that, but 15 people get healed and then saved in the city that you took refuge in, because you prayed. You got to be vitally apart of declaring the Truth of who Jesus is, and what He is thinking in the dire circumstances, and you weren’t terrified with fear like everyone else was. 
· You had clarity and boldness because you took the time to read that book and prepare. 
1. It’s an issue of preparation. 
2. This is exactly what is going on today. We have a book, the Bible that has 150 chapters specifically devoted to the topic of end times for our reading enjoyment? Yes, but also as a way to study and prepare for the days soon ahead. 
3. Ignorance isn’t bliss. Ignorance is foolish. We do not want to walk in fear or ignorance in this hour; we need to take the Bible seriously. 

4. God is calling forth prepared people to declare His ways and His thoughts, in order to prepare others for His return. John the Baptist went before the people at Jesus’ 1st coming, and in like manner Jesus will have prepared ones who will declare His 2nd coming to those on the earth before He returns. 
D. In the book of Isaiah, it was prophesied that forerunners would prepare the way for the Lord in the End-Times or at the time of Jesus’ Second Coming when all flesh (all nations) shall see Jesus’ glory together. John the Baptist was a literal fulfillment of this voice of one crying out, but it was also a foreshadowing of a time when the glory of the Lord will be revealed worldwide. There will be ones all throughout the World (not just confined to Israel in John the Baptists day) proclaiming the knowledge of God. God is looking for women and men who will prepare now for that time. 
“The voice of one crying in the wilderness: "Prepare the way of the LORD; make straight in the desert a highway for our God…The glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together. (Isaiah 40:3-5)
II. We will be around for the Great Tribulation
A. How many of you read the Left Behind series? I did! They are good books but the timing of the rapture (and the title of the book because of that) is wrong. If you read the chapters in the Bible that explain the events surrounding His return, you can see for yourself that Jesus is only “COMING” twice. Once was a baby in a manger, and secondly He will be coming as a King to reign over the earth. 

B. This may be a way new thought for you, or you just have heard it about it. But the Bible doesn’t include a secret “appearing of Jesus” to rapture the faithful believers. It instead talks about the Coming of Jesus, and at His coming the believers get raptured. Timing is everything. There are only a few shady scriptures that Pre-Tribulation thought use to prove the theory of Jesus coming before the Tribulation begins. We value a culture of honor toward these people, but I invite you to study the Scriptures yourself to see if it has any real evidence of biblical support. 
C. Everyone’s main question concerning the Tribulation is “Why would Jesus put us through that kind of suffering?”  That usually is the main question of life anyways, “Why do good people die and get cancer, etc? Why do bad things happen to good people?”
D. Obviously Jesus is God and His thoughts are not my thoughts, so something is off here and it probably is me. So the question you should be asking is, “Who is Jesus that He would do this? And why is there even a Great Tribulation?”
E.  The heartbeat from Genesis to Revelation is that God, out of the overflow of His heart, created and brought forth humanity. The Father wanted a family of sons and daughters, (18 I will be a Father to you, and you shall be My sons and daughters… (2 Cor. 6:18  )and Jesus the Bridegroom wanted a Bride to partner with in reigning over the earth. (just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before Him in love-Eph1:4) The cross of redemption so perfectly fits into this dramatic love story as God, because as He was pursuing Israel to Himself, He became apart of humanity forever to win His Bride to Himself. 
1. What was accomplished in His First Coming was that Jesus showed His depth of love by becoming a human forever. But a lot of things aren’t accomplished yet, when you read through the Scriptures, the Marriage of the Lamb and the Restoration of Heaven and Earth isn’t complete until His Second Coming. And this is the purpose of the Great Tribulation, to get the bad guys out of the way, to put it simply. 
“Made known to us the mystery (hidden plan) of His will…10 that He might gather together in one ALL things in Christ, both which are in heaven and which are on earth. (Eph. 1:9-10)
2. God wants to again reign upon the earth and bring heaven and earth together again. He wants to dwell with humanity like He did at the beginning in the garden before sin entered the picture. And He cannot because of the sin upon this earth, His holiness would kill us. Jesus is coming to make the earth right for God to dwell here in fullness again. 
3. The other aspect of the Great Tribulation is that it’s not all about just suffering and bad times. Not only will it be a culmination of God’s judgments, but also humanity’s sin problem, and Satan’s rage.

F. Jesus as a Bridegroom knows that there are things standing in the way of complete union with His Bride. He will be removing all that hinders love in the Tribulation, ridding the earth of evil and rescuing Israel again. He is the only One who can bring justice to the earth- and He will do it. It’s a true love story! 

1. As you look at the Scriptures, in Daniel, Revelation and the prophets, God is continually calling Israel back to Himself, and they don’t want anything to do with Him. This last period of history will be the last chance for Israel and all of humanity to either bow before Jesus as their King voluntarily out of love, or they will have to mandatorily bow their knee to Him when He comes. He has been so merciful all these years as the people of the earth just go on and on profaning their Creator’s name. 
2. Another purpose of the tribulation is that we are given grace to walk through the test of our love to Jesus during it, showing that no matter what Jesus does, we will agree with His judgments and will not be offended at the actions and the natures of Jesus that Scripture portrays. Just like in the Song of Solomon, the Bride goes through hardships but in the end this strengthens her love to him. 
3. But it’s more than just that. Jesus has some crazy exciting plans of revival and huge outpourings of the Spirit that we have never seen before in history. The church will be working in power, signs and wonders just like it says in the book of Joel 2:28 on, it’s crazy (Read it- pg 782) The Father wants us to not only be apart of it as a witness of it, but to actually do the work. We will see Jesus receive the glory and worship He deserves! We will get to lead many into salvation with His Son as His partner and pray for the fullness of His plans to occur.
4. The book of Revelation is called the Revelation of Jesus Christ! If the end times unveils the person of Christ, we need to gaze into who He is. I wish I could lay out all 150 chapters right now, I’m not doing this plan of His, justice. I’m just barely summarizing all of it! 

III. Signs of the Times-Matthew 24

(NKJV) “1 Then Jesus went out and departed from the temple, and His disciples came up to show Him the buildings of the temple. 2 And Jesus said to them, “Do you not see all these things? Assuredly, I say to you, not one stone shall be left here upon another, that shall not be thrown down.” 3 Now as He sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to Him privately, saying, “Tell us, when will these things be? And what will be the sign of Your coming, and of the end of the age?” 
A. Jesus looked at the beautiful temple stones and prophesied of a day when they will be torn down. Now the temple was destroyed after Jesus ascended into heaven, in the year 70 AD. But Jesus was talking about more that just that, all of these things did not happen in AD 70.The disciples picked up on it and asked Him for more details. 


4 And Jesus answered and said to them: “Take heed that no one deceives you. 5 For many will come in My name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and will deceive many. 6 And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are not troubled; for all[a]these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet. 7 For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. And there will be famines, pestilences,[b] and earthquakes in various places. 8 All these are the beginning of sorrows. 
B. Jesus explains that the beginnings of these sorrows are the earth disturbances of war and nations overthrowing other nations and kingdoms, and famines and pestilences and earthquakes. Yet all these are just the beginnings. 

C. In the NASB version, it describes the beginning of sorrows as the beginning of birth pangs, which can be compared to the birth pangs of a pregnant woman. A woman goes into labor just hours before the delivery can occur. It’s an undetermined amount of time, but when you feel the contractions, you know the baby is coming! Same with these signs, Jesus is saying that it’s the beginning but it’s a sign to know when it all will be culminating unto the day He returns. 


9 “Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and kill you, and you will be hated by all nations for My name’s sake. 10 And then many will be offended, will betray one another, and will hate one another. 11 Then many false prophets will rise up and deceive many. 12 And because lawlessness will abound, the love of many will grow cold. 13 But he who endures to the end shall be saved. 14 And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all the world as a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come.
D.  Lawlessness= hardened hearts. Jesus focuses more on the saints here, that they’ll be hated for the sake of His name. It for sure won’t be a bed of roses, but (2 Tim 3:12- all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution)  And then who would be the voice crying out in the wilderness preaching the gospel of the kingdom right before the end? If there is false prophets God is in need of true prophets! 
15 “Therefore when you see the ‘abomination of desolation,’[c] spoken of by Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place” (whoever reads, let him understand), 16 “then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. 17 Let him who is on the housetop not go down to take anything out of his house. 18 And let him who is in the field not go back to get his clothes. 19 But woe to those who are pregnant and to those who are nursing babies in those days! 20 And pray that your flight may not be in winter or on the Sabbath. 21 For then there will be great tribulation, such as has not been since the beginning of the world until this time, no, nor ever shall be. 22 And unless those days were shortened, no flesh would be saved; but for the elect’s sake those days will be shortened. 
E. The abomination of desolation is one of the largest signs in Scripture that after it happens it gives the EXACT amount of years until the coming of the Lord. Did you know that? That’s awesome and REALLY clear! 3 and ½ years.  The Antichrist will secure a treaty of peace and will be the answer to everyone’s questions of world peace and will bring toleration to everything, and the final period of this age will be 7 years. 

F. The Antichrist will be fully in power at that time and for the first 3 ½ years it will be a time of “peace and safety” like it says in 1 Thess 5.  But the Abom of Des. is at the middle of the 3 ½ year mark, when he stands in the temple and declares himself to be God, The book of Revelation says that there will be a talking idol who can breathe and make laws and demand worship. All this can be found out in Scripture. I never knew it was all in there until I read it! 

23 “Then if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or ‘There!’ do not believe it. 24 For false christs and false prophets will rise and show great signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect. 25 See, I have told you beforehand. 
26 “Therefore if they say to you, ‘Look, He is in the desert!’ do not go out; or ‘Look, He is in the inner rooms!’ do not believe it. 27 For as the lightning comes from the east and flashes to the west, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be. 28 For wherever the carcass is, there the eagles will be gathered together.

G. Deception will be so widespread in that day. Actually it already is. Confusion over the person of Jesus is so prevalent. There are many religions claiming that either they are the way to God or that there are many ways to God. I know that you see this on your college campus. It’s popular to do good works, but it is dead to God if you are doing them apart from the Name of Jesus. God is Holy and there is no compromise in Him, yet immorality in media and in real life keep showing us that even this is a sign of the times. God doesn’t think immorality and wickedness are popular. He is our Only Standard. He is looking for those who are allegiant to Jesus and to His Word.
H.  I want to be one full of truth in that hour to stand against false witnesses and declaring the truth of Jesus and His plans. Jesus in verse 25 even says, “see I have told you”

29 “Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 30 Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. 31 And He will send His angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they will gather together His elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.
I. Here is another timing indicator, “immediately after the tribulation of those days”! Cosmic disturbances occur and then the Son of Man will come on the clouds of heaven. He will split the sky and come at the great sound of the trumpet and THEN the rapture of the saints will occur (1 Cor 15) as Jesus is making His way down to earth to war against His enemies like the Bible speaks of. 


32 “Now learn this parable from the fig tree: When its branch has already become tender and puts forth leaves, you know that summer is near. 33 So you also, when you see all these things, know that it[d] is near—at the doors! 34 Assuredly, I say to you, this generation will by no means pass away till all these things take place. 35 Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will by no means pass away.
J. This is a huge point. If Jesus is saying “learn this”, then we need to understand and take heed of His words. Just as a fig tree becomes tender and brings forth leaves in the season of bringing forth fruit, as soon as we see the things happen that He speaks of, we should be aware and know the signs of His return. 
IV. What do i do now?
A. Right now the Lord is looking for people to proclaim the Word of the Lord and function as a mouthpiece of God. These ones can be called forerunners, who have either been set apart by the Lord or consecrated themselves for His sake. 
B. One of the Lord’s mercy strategies is to bring forth forerunners at the end of the age in order to prepare the Bride for the Bridegroom’s return, just like John the Baptist did in Jesus’ first coming.
C. Will He find you a faithful witness in that day? Prepared and ready for the coming tribulation, and able to give a solid refuge to the Muslims with questions or the atheists asking for help?  This can only happen if you set your heart to be prepared now. Only a prepared vessel can prepare others… You are called to know the pages of this Bible. It is understandable when you pursue, you have to become a student of the Word. 
D.  I want to invite up those who would like to consider the time we are living in and for the first time soberly set yourself apart for the purposes of the Lord upon your life, those who feel like they are called to be a forerunner.
E.  And the second group I want to invite up for prayer are those who already know they are forerunners and want to set their hearts in a new way to prepare themselves and study the Scriptures. 
IHOP-KC Missions Base

www.IHOP.org

IHOP-KC Missions Base

www.IHOP.org


